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Office Memorandum 

ro ! DIRECTOR, FBI (10O-1230U) 



• UNITED STA 



v£S~GOVERNMENT 



- .- n 

. cqrf? FROM : 
SUBJECT: 




DATE; 



5/7/53 



SAC, NB'. r YORK (100-56680) 
ESIAKDA CORDOZO^ROBESa:, was., 

su - c 



Ail. INFORMATION COim.IfiE| 
HEF.EIK IS UNCLASSIFIED i 



Reference is made to HI Airtel UA/58 concerning subject's 
contemplated trip to the Tsest Indies* ""^r — "J 

m crf . / 

On k/26/5M ■ fumisbed Information that on that date I 

subject was thenona^rip to the West Indies and was expected to [ 
return to New York on or about l;/30/58» 



On 5/^/^8HHH|||[^p furnished information which indicated 
that subject had^eturnedt o her residence at 16 Junel Terrace, 

Cti 5/3 /5sjJ(BBBft i^^nished information that during her 
trip to the 7'est Indies, subject had visited Jamaica, Trinidad _ 
and the city of Port Au Prince. Informant stated that subject 
indicated she enjoyed the trip very much and during same had 
appeared on the radio several times. Informant was unable to 
elaborate on the information Indicating subject had made radio 
broadcasts while on her trip. 

Inasmuch as no outstanding leads remain in this matter, this 
case is being placed in a closed status* 

Subject is carried on the SI of the K10 and^fer^SI cards 
are current and accurate. 



©-Bureau (100-1230a) (RU) 
l-J.'ew York (100-56680) 




cuss. & m. m.ff'f&yj*}^ 

REAS0N-FCIM II, X-kA.t %, 
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fOl WR5CT0R, FBI (130.103) 
FROM* SAC* CHICAGO ( 61.367) 





On h/lli/^ 3— | 

LI03JPOOT I llHI 

PAtnr"R OETIB Oj? « n d hS^ReaES^W^ttoroey Si 
^____JP^th*y are «oa teazle tln C plseing fJg»e<Ue befors 
the united Ration* Committee on Susan Relations. Ths Inforaant 
w*a unsbls to furnish txy *ddi«oa*l Infometlon on thla point. 
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Bureau (RBOISTSBSD) 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED. 
DATEirfi^"- BY ^ J ^ £ T l!i 



New York (RSOISTERSD) 
lO0-2£3$7 (PAUL LEROY ROSCSOW) 

1- ioo-i i960 (CP, USA, Illinois District, United 

Kfttlono Organization) 
1- 100-22692 (PAUL ROBrSOW) 

170 APR 28 1958 . : 
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til 




7 0 MAY 6 1958 



^ . ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



NOT RECORDED 
14 MAY 1 1958 




t Office Mm^randum . united sJItes gcUrnment 

DIRECTOR, FBI (lOO-^OCDNFICBpnAJl Datts; 5/0/58 



TO 




SUBJECT: 



SAC, NEW YORK (100-25857) 

PAUL LE ROY ROBESON 
INTERNAL seCURlT? - C 



CLASS . ft EXT. 

HEASON-FCIH II. 1-2.4.2 " j? „ 
DATE OF REVIEW /- / & -f/..L\ 



Reference la made to Bureau letter, dated 3/27/50 , 
re que s t ing._jE& tL-Sns^nTfirma tiojx -jj^icjaJOngUfe&at _ suBJeTclps 
current concert tour is controlled, sponsored, guided ofT 
lnTiTieneedH»y-^fee^Pi~4^-^rirt^ 

l»--fwther «ade -*o -NY- le tter -^-Burwatrj'-tlated T}/2^/56 , 
captioned, "CP, USA - Organization; IS-C", (Buf ile 100-3-69; 
NY 100-806ia).|jV) 




\gr Bureau (100-12304) (RM) 
1- Los Angelea (100-25861) (Info) (RM) 
1- San Francisco (100-6907) (Info) (RM) 
1- Portland ( (Info) (RM) 

1- New York (10pt?5857) 




14 MAY 12 1958 



Extnij>;\y£?:i CDS, 
Dale ofJAJassKi 





C ' 



©- 




wy 100-25857 




Appropriate sources end informants in the HYO 
Office are being contacted for any information they may , 
be able to furnish as to the attitude of CP leaders 
regarding ROBESON'S present concert tour.^) 

Copies of this letter are being furnished to the 
Los Angeles, San Pranclsco and Portland Divisions* in 
view of the comments of M W indicating that the Meat 
Coast CP has possibly had influence in ROBESON* s current 
concert tour. 
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ce Memorandum • united states government 




OM 



SUBJECT: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-1230%) 



SAG, HEW TORE (100-25857) 

PAUL LEROY BOBESON 
IS - C 



DATE: 



5/9/58 



all irrror^iATioR coktaiued 

ESTuIIK I S UN CLASS IFX£B f 



On 4/28/58, 
Information eonoe 




furnished the following 
ject's itinerary: 



ROBESON Indicated he has an important oonoert 
on 5/15/58 in Loe Angeles and also "something* on the 
16th and 18th (May, 1958). 

Source indicated subject will stay at residence 
of CHARLOTTA BASS while in Los Angeles. 

Following concerts In Los Angeles, ROBESON In- 
dicated he has to nake an Important speech on Negro 
history in Oakland, California on the 25th (May, 1958). 



CLASS • & 
REASOS-FCIM 
DATE OF EEVIEW, 



Above for information of the Bureau and 
interested offices* 

JIM II. 1-2.4 8IX- 
BEVIEW "7A 

(3V Bureau (100-12301+) (RM) 
( 1 - 100-29718?) 
2 - Los Angeles (100-25861) (Info.) (RM) (AM) 

(1 - IOO-20874) 
1 - San Francisco (100-6907) (Info.) (RM) (AM) 
- New York (100-50821*) 
New York (100-25857) 
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FBI 



Date: 



Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 



PLAIN TEXT 



5/9/58 



f Type pla»"» *«* or ««ie/ 



Via 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) j 

, . . ^. _ _ ^ ^ : _ w^, tr.[-e&ifi-««JEr J " 

XXCLJI PrffiiiE SH&ftS 



TO: 
FROM: 
SUBJECT: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



SAC, NEW YORK (IOO-25857) 

PAuT/ilO 
SM-C 



10BES0N 




thadj 

■Hi 




_ PAUL RO] 

ise of his book, "Here I Stand." The flyer also 
states that COLLINS will lecture on "Paul Robes on -Oreat 
American" on 5/15/58 afc Adelphi Hall, NYC, and it welcomes 
the public to 11 an evening of films and recordings -US-USSR 
Cultural Exchange" on 5/11/58, featuring recordings of 
DAVID OISTRAKH, The MOISEYEVS, and PETE SEEGER, also to 
be held at Adelphi Hall. 



7 

u 

hit 

bis 





ROBESON Is to give a concert at Carnegie 



Hall, 5/9/58. 

CLASS. 4 EXT. BYc/-^^/^ 
SEASON -FC1M II. I-2.4.£J1JLZ2P WERS 
DATE OF i-t$~ ? f , 



jreau (RM 
^3<-New York 
1-New York 

1-New York TlOO-81675 
1-New York (100-25857 

JAH:azn 
(8) _ 




GfJ 24 »»Y 12 1958 \ |VY 

Vo*i>7<l s J r 

3TS aWpu^LICaTTCRs ) (7-5 ) 





Approved: *jg£jr~- 

7 0 MAY 15W-T^ 




££3 






; tol*on , 

loioni _ 



pn 



Room _ 



J|| - #r. Thornton 
|r * ifr« Jones 
^1 - L'r. Hachner 



Airtsl 

Tot 
From* 



SAC, Mew York (100-2$8$7) 

zirecur, fbi (100-22304) &n INFORMATION CONTAINED. 



»4 



LEROr-HOBESON 
INTERNAL BE CUB ITT - C 



JieuratrteJ 5-7~5& cap t toned "Arthur Joshua 
2lugoff, Security Matter - C,* (Bufile 100-397122 f 
your file 100-111682)* 

Immediate tnveettgation mhould be eondueted 
to identify the sponsor of Mobeson's Carnegie Hall con- 
oert which was scheduled to be held on 5-9-58* this 
regard, refer to^reatrtel which reflected that] 

tp of the concert* 
Any information indicating Communist Party eontro^r 
guidance of the sponsorship of the concert bym for 
any other person or organisation should be fully resolved 
and the Bureau promptly advised* 

In add tt ion, refer to your letter dated 5-1 -58 
captioned "Communist Party, WA, Pamphlets and Publications, 
Internal Security - C," (Bufile 100-3-86 t your file 1 00-826 7SU 
which enclosed a copy of a letter from Janes Jackson to all 
Communist Party National Committee members and Communist * v 
Party district organisers wherein Jackson urged the entire y 1 
Communist Party organisation to campaign on behalf of j /L/ 
Hobeson's book "Here I Stand* * In view of previous / \ . 

exploitation of Robeson by the Communist Party for political ; 
and financial advantage, you should immediately conduct 
necessary investigation to establish the motives behind 
this campaign* Attempt to determine whether the Communist 
Party will benefit financially as a result of the campaign/ 

1 - 100-39712, 




BCRief X 

(?) A 



SE£ NOTE ON Y2LLCW PAGE 





Airtel to ffm& Tork 
Met JPaul Intro y Robeeon 
2&0~22JO4 



whether Mobeson etoncur* with the action of the Communist 
&arty$ whether Sobeman has keen directly or indirectly 
responsible f&r the initiation of the aampaign$ and 
whether Mobeson contemplates any financial contribution 
to the Communist . jParty m & result bf the tale &f his book 
»r mm a result of his ourrent eonoert appearances* 

In vi*u of the State Department** purreni interest 
in Moheepn** passport as mil as the sMensivs publicity 
currently being afforded Mobsson throughput the world 9 you 
should continue to closely follow Mobeson** actipiite^nahd to 
keep the Bureau advised of all pertinent development** Any 
information bearing upon Mobsson's pro**&ovt#t and prooontmuhist 
empathies, *s a% any information indicating Communist 

jParty control, guidance, support or influence of Mobeson** 
motivates^ should be fully resolved* 



Mobeson is noted Negro concert singer who has 
long supported the Communist JParty and related front groups 
and has frequently been outspoken in praise of the Soviet 
Union,, Me is a current key figure of New York Office, In 
recent past 9 Jiobeson has been extremely active in concert 
appearances throughout the United States and has again filed 
suit against State Department for passport for travel abroad* 
Me has likewise written a booh which is being supported by 
the Gommunisi Party and front organizations* New York is . 
heing instructed to continue their close coverage of 
Robeson's activities* 



c , 



5/19/58 



AZK?E£r 



confMtiae 



tOt BISECTOR, FBI (100-3-T2) 

mm*. sac, hew tokk {100-79717} 

SmmOTt CKTSA -POLITICAL ASTJVOTES 

xs— c 



PAUL HOEESON 




CLASS. & Mf< & 
CXNAL BATE OF BEVIE«_ 

_j reported on $A®/58< luL0£D BROVK and BENJAMIN q.V 

«T» ©AVIS, JR., both numbers CP&SA, i-a£ ^r_ 

eonferred briefly at ■ B -«^- 

. . Evidently referring to £AtJL KGBESON and .ItOBSSOK'a book, 
said next week in both '*«fhe Courier" and "Afro" that "we" 



BROWN 

will have another of "our" ads. He said he had a new heading, that 
* being M Ike says later, Paul now," DAVIS indicated this was a 
very good heading, 

V" * mow said someone had told him that the 1 Negro Summit 

Conference" was inspired by "this thing"* DAVIS said this shows \ 
"that when we begin to move, even though we don't participate, J 
it forces others to move*" 

BROWN stated that in the "New York Age" that week, 
(A. FHILLXF) RANDOLPH'S speech is reported and the speech is right 
out of the book {ROBESON's ?) on the subject of white allies * 
BROWN said he (RANDOLPH) says there is only one place where Hegro 
leadership is to be responsible to the Negro masses and 'bur fate i8f\ 
in our own hands,* BROKN eomisented that the procedure seems to be 
take over the ideas of the left. DAVIS replied, "We're very happy Uf!l 
for them to do that*" * * * 



HJREAU (100-3-72 \{mY\ 
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- m 100-23825 
m m 100-24516 

- MY 100-25857 

* m 100-79717 




PAUL IHQBESDlll 




K&v&iS IS UK-SLASSIFISBI^ 



L ROBESON) 
7-5) 



RSR:HC 
(9) 



(7-5) 
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1 feriScS^? 
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PAGE TWO 



m 100-79717 



BROWN went on to say that "even old ADAH (CLAYTON POWELL)* 
has come out with some statements. DAVIS, In referring to 
POWELL, said he is red-baiting less and less and that this 1« 
very important. DAVIS continued that POWELL has stated in the 
papers that "next to the Coraaunists, he is the most persecuted 
person" and that POWELL has also said "whether these demonstrations 
in South America were Communist inspired or not,,.." DAVIS 
commented that these things are very important. 

Continuing, DAVIS said he felt some more of "that stuff" 
came out of the book ( ROBESON' s) and that the book is going to be 
like TOM PAflJE 1 8 "Common Sense" as far as Negroes are concerned. 
DAVIS said he would like to get a couple of special spots for 

the book— one involves PAUL sending an autographed cop^; the ~ 

other is how 'they" can get books from "our people". 
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Date: 5/20/$8 



Transmit the following toes sage via 



AIRTEL 




ENT1AC 



TO: 
FROM: 



//.- 



{Pri&ricy or Uetkad »/ Hailing) 

DIRECTOR j FBI (100-12304) 
SAC, HEW Ypj|K ClOO-25857) 
PAWL I»M0Y ROBESON 

xs-c 

ReBulet to New York, 3/27/58. 



ReBulet reflects that Q| J| rendered his opinion that 

ROBESON may be one of the real leaders behind the FQSTBB."t>AVXB 
faction of the CP. Informant further advised that he felt strongly 
that ROBESON was not In California for reasons of a strictly non- 
pal 1 tie al nature but that he may have come to the area for the 
purpose of Influencing "right" elements of the CP t^mmj^tim left* 
Los Angeles is requested to exhaustively interview a jft to 

determine the basis for his opinion as set forth above^^^^fs) 




art^aoea 



that 

^oeimunist but that the^part 
him 'and we know him better than anyone else 1 , 
in a manner that indicates that the Communist Party" 
to be a C^TOmlMrJ^Baltiisore is requested also t 

Intervie^ (fro ascertain I 

\ it can be definitely ascertained tha 
Q^^pOf the GPUSA. 



in 

derstands 
'aid this 
know PAUL 





i*os ungejtes ana saxsamore are ax so requessea «o remain 
alert for any information which indicates that receipts 

_ CLASS • ft m - BY 

%£ BUREAU (10Q-:12304}.(BM) sate OF KSVIEW 

~£ - BALTIMORE (RM) ry t« 

2 - los anoei.es (ieo~25&6iKAM,R%H2a 

1 - MEW YORK (100-25857) (7-5) 
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Approved: 




Special Agent in Chai$j« 



Sent 




F B 1 




Date: 



Transmit the foiiawtng message via 



PAGE WO 




m 100-2585? 



BOBESON's book "Here I Stand" are in any instance being used for 
the benefit of the CPUSA, The attention of Los Angeles and 
Baltimore is directed to Buairtel to New York 5/12/58, captioned 
as above * in which it is stated that in view of the State Depart- 
ment's current interest in ROBESON'S passport case as well as the 
extensive publicity currently being afforded throughout the 
Ad&m$3% t his activities should be closely followed and the 

Bureau advised of all pertinent developments* The Bureau further 
states that any information bearing upon ROBESON'S pro-Soviet and 
pro-Cowmnist ByBspathies as well as any information Indicating 
Ooijjminist; Party control, guidance , support or influence of 
ROBESON *s activities, should be fully resolved. 
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Approved: 



Per 




/ V 



FD-36 (H*». 3- 13-56" 
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Transmit the following message via 



Date; 5/22/58 
AIRTEL 



f , 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-12304) 

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (100-25857) 

SUBJECT: PAUL LEROY ROBESON 
IS-C 

ReBuairtel 5/12/58. 



Mr. ToJbob- 



Mr. BeimonUL^ 

-ar?. Mohr, 

Mr. Nease 
Mr 

Mr. Rosen. 
Mr. Tinm. 



Mr. Trotter- 
iyton_ 



Mr. HoMom*a- 
Miss Gandy — 



ReBuairtel reflects Immediate investigation should be 
conducted to identify the sponsor of ROBESON 1 s Carnegie Hall concert 
which was held on 5/9/58. The Bureau advised that any information 
indicating Communist Party control or guidance of the sponsorship 
of the concert or by any other person or organization should be 
fully resolved and the Bureau promptly advised. 




Annual Memorial 




advised on 4/21/58 that on 4/11/58 the Third 
of the Katherine Van Orden Fund For Freedom + 
was held at the Hotel Carlton, 24 East Park St* Newark, New Jersey. <T 
Informant advised the chairman of this meeting was MORTON STAVIS. ri^ 
STAVXS announced there would be a concert by PAUL ROBESON at 
Carnegie Hall, New York City, on Friday 5/9/58. According to the 
informant, the concert was being sponsored by the Emergency Civil 
Liberties Committee and the Young Peoples. Democratic For Action 
Committee. 




In view of the above, Newark is requested to exhaustively 
re-interview the informant and resolve whether or not the Emergency 
Civil Liberties Committee and the Young Peoples Democratic For Action 
Committee were directly involved in the sponsorship of ROBESON ' 8 
concert. 




1^- 



CJ^BUREAU (100-12304) (RM) 
TT- NEWARK (RM) 

1 - NEW YORK 100-25857 (7-5) 



i« MAY 27 1958 1 
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PAUL ROBES 01? 



JOHN FOSTHt DULLES 



The summons and complaint was served on the Attorney General on 
March 3, 1958. Plaintiff seeks a declaratory Judgment and other 
equitable relief to declare that the Passport Regulations of the — 
Secretary of State (22 C.F.R. £1.135 «* aeq.) as applied to the 
plaintiff, are xunaathorisod, unlawful and invalid. Plaintiff further 
prays that the defendant be enjoined from interfering with plaintiff's 
travel outside the U.S.* from continuing to refuse to grant a pass- 
port to the plaintiff, and to direct the defendant to issue a pass- 
port to the plaintiff forthwith. Defendant refused to grant a pass- 
port to plaintiff based on his refusal to answer questions concern- 
ing present and past membership in the Communist Party which are 
contained in the passport application form. On April 28, 1958, an 
Answer to Complaint was filed In the U.S. District Court for the 
District of Columbia. On the same day, defendant filed a Motion 
for Security for Cosl^sT^toget^ei^^I^ a memorandum of points and 
authorities in support^Kereof « 



Information included in Internal Security mJision ^_ 
Monthly Status Report for m , 1S& noTrecorded" 
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Remyairtel to Bureau, cc New Yorii^SaStioneS) "PAUL 
ROBESON, SH-C; ESLANBA ROBESON, SM-C'% dated 9/25/5X*/Showliig 
overtures made in New York City toward tmj|3BjS0w "by ^ 
representatives of the 'Moral Rearmament movement theT- e tojg&Bsl -.w*™- 
defecting PAUL ROBESON from his communist interests. ^ 




has requested \ 

m identity be cover ed, furnished Wfollo wing information which { .„ 
he said he had gained flHflPPHHHIIHBHH'-^m persons in the /~){ 1 
Moral Rearmament group at Detroit where PAUL ROBESON had recently V J.- > 
appeared; * 

attended / ; • 

:|artf ord Avenue Baptist Ohureh ~v 




a FAuI> RGBSSQM SOHg 

about April 28, 1958. 
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LA 100-25861 

Mrs. CHARLES HILL, the wife of the pastor of this 
..church, whose congregati on is nredomtoanily^ecro , — ' 



sraOnl2roMded"Msr privately to 



reeo 

PAUL ROBS 

Te^^^^oCrmk^tKvf i^im^ ^FrWeaumr" t his r um, .^^^^^^^—-—^ 

I (Nw produced by IIRA to create tuider«tandS!gTSSre5^ai 
people and to show that spiritual change is needed on the part 
of both blade and white alike. PAUL ROBESON expressed his 
desire to view this fiM^^uring the same concert, -Mrs. KILL 
gave an invitation tqj (Fto a speeiai luncheon being 

tendered ROBESON the next day." 






l&Qtl; _____ 

_ _ id no opportunity to talk again to 

Present were about BO.people, ...including seve n $egro 

clergy* _ 

HMMlMP'at~~£he luncheon were CKBL WINTER and Mrs..'™CARL WINTER, 
CARL WINTER being )ft)ova| Secreta ry of the M ichigan- 

State Communist Party { Of ) * Als ojwcjognizedMMHHf 'at the 
luncheon was CARL HAESSLER, 2nK>wnflMM|B»n»^tK editor 
of the Federated Press. There werejB^^^^ 
Individuals who gave the ap pearance^r Jbeina of 
otherwise unidentifiable to flj ■§ 

PAUL ROBESON addressed the instant luncheon group 
speaking of his son and what ROBESON saw for America. PAUL'S 
son is an engineer* age 30, who translates from Russian for 
some technical magazines in America, The son had at one point 
lived in Gstaad, Switzerland, for four years, where he learned 
Swiss-German, PAUL stated that he, himself, was In Moscow from 
19.3*1 to 193o* then In London to I9A1 



of Jewish descent. 



ROBESON was observed at one point personally speaking 
to two unidentified persons of apparent Jewish descent, ROBESON 
was overheard to tell them to carry on "the program", arranging 
occasions for PAUL ROBESON to speak and sing since apparently all 
the money was on hand that was needed for the program. PAUL, 
during the instant luncheon period, conveyed that he wanted to 
sing and speak to millions in Mexico. PAUL stated that his wife 
was taking care of things In Jamaica. 



LA 100-25861 



Relative to ROBESON ' s abo ve-expres sed interest to 
view a^ private showing of "Freedom" flMB^related the 



following rui-ther information: 




On May 2, 1958, Mrs. gILL, 
Hartford Avenue Baptist Church,,, 

rsald lt was n °t possible to nave "jjHreecFom" shown to PAUL 
ESON or his friends as PAUL and his friends • program was 
lull and she, Mrs. HILL, herself, was going out of town it 
was apparent to PRAT T, M W that what pattc 

■ r^ii'r* ji 7 ". j t 0 j-^uaq-i. kcuoxOub is nu u quite clear. JPKATT 
~tPnCluded~from th e foregoing- " th at R0BE30 M seems -to m "Wide r 
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May 28 f 1958 



For completion of your files . the following 
ifwmatign whlc^ was classified "s^™*-*" 



following . ^7- 
s f urnished V, M 




NOTE ON YELLOW; 

Subject in Security Index. Subject recently 
traveled to the British West Indies with a group from 
the United Nations, it being noted that subject is an 
accredited correspondent at the United Nf 
"New World Review," 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTiSATlBH 
POSPA OELETEO PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
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' , P&gelsl withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or aiore of the following statements, where 



indicated, explain this deletion. 

f Deleted under exemption(s) ^ j ^C^ with no segregable 

roaWsrial available for release to you. 

D Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request, 

PI In fortttati on pertained only to a third party, Your name is listed in the title only, 

Q DoeamentCs) originating with the following government ageneydes) „__^. ^t*-„ - , - 

, ^ , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 

— „. Page<s) referred for coBStdt&tion to the following government »geacy(ies>, 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material £0 lite FBI, 
Pagels) withheld for the following reason(s): 



PI For your information: 



The following nmober is to be/used for reference regarding these pages: ft 

FBI U -ecUyo.-cA eTg £i£ IQQ -V 2304- (fcftcW 
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Date: 



5/26/58 




Transmit the following message via A TRTEL 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



, — AAutj'i 1 »,ni 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-12304) - pXKssfiSE 

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (100-25%?) 

PAUL LEROY^ROBESON 
IS-C 
CINAL 



ALL INTOKvATION COLTAIlffift 

Hsrxr is ^classified . 

EXCLTI EK£« SHOKli 1 ' 



With ES 

ROBESON. 
ROBESON, 




advised on 5/25/58 BEN DAVIS was In contact 
ROBESON, at which time he asked to speak to PAUL 
During the ensuing conversation between DAVIS and PAUL 
DAVIS congratulated ROBESON on his second concert 
(Carnegie Hall, 5/23/58), and stated he was sorry that he could 
not have been there. ROBESON said the second concert was much 
better than the first and that he was "in excellent voice." 
ROBESON added that "PAULIE's (PAUL ROBESON, JR.) man" completely 
revamped acoustics in Carnegie Hall and that the results were 
magnificent. ROBESON remarked that he is astounded at the 
©access of the concert and that It opens up entire new vistas 
for him. He said that he put # Negro up on an Intellectual 



plane . 



PA.ijL ROBESON also stated. "This is the answer to 
Peekskill and everything that went before." He commented that 
he plans to engage a theatre for a week or so in the fall and 
put on a "one-man show." ROBESON also stated that he is 
astounded at his reviews and reception In trade papers like 
"Variety" and "Downbeat." 
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Transmit the following message via 




(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



NY IOO-25877) 



DAVIS stated the whole thing is wonderful and terrific. 
He said that ROBESON overcame his big obstacle in performing 
again In NYC. ROBESON agreed with this statement. 

ben DAVIS enthusiastically told ROBESON of the wonderful 
impressions that he has made and the fact that he (ROBESON) Is 
proving that the Negro Is an intellectual and showing the . 
wonders of African music. 

DAVIS made arrangements to meet with ROBES CN at 
ROBESON 1 s residence the next day, 5/26/58. Informant was not 
able to furnish the reason for DAVIS wanting to meet with ROBESON. 

POWERS , 



i 



r. **. ? 
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Approved: .. Sent 

Special Agent in Charge 
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VTRjfissitt tile following message via 



Date: $/W$& 




(Priority <* of 

DtBECO^H, FBI {100-12304} 



FR0J5: SAC, HEW YORK (100-25857) 
SUBJECT: PAUL LEROY RGBESOH 




class, * r^. »t *f-fM}H!tb i 

BASE OF, RSVI£1_ jfc^lT .H»4 

ROBESOH is a Key Figure of the HYO, He is currently ~ _ - 
engaged in a nationwide concert tour, is a well-known singer, 
actor and writer. ROBESON has been described as a concealed 

number of the GPUSA prior to 19^5. In the past he has served 

as officer, leader, sponsor, or sympathiser of numerous CP 
front organisations* Ke has openly expressed his admiration 
for the Soviet Union* He is in frequent contact with ■■ - 

representatives and/or nationals of the Soviet Union and other 
satellite countries. ROB&SOtf's book, "Here I Stand", was 
described WM DAVIS, JB. as a "brilliant piece of writing 
and application of Marxism" 1 and by CLAUDS LIGHTFOOT as an 
* instrument to the jsoveioent, a consolidation to the left", 

^expressed his opinion that 
"leaders behind th e FO STER-DAVI S 
idvised onJ[ pFthat gMPP 

'had recently expressed the opinion that the CP* knows LT7t--» 
better than an ybody el se and the informant stated that J3 / 
in the manner in whichfBHP'spoke J» indicated, that _th*_' ■ - ■ - ->-- •• 
Conaminist Party does know KOBESOH to be a CP member. 

" ' Buairtel to m 3/12/58 stated that in view of the State 
Department's current interest In ROBESON ' s passport case as well** 
as the extensive publicity currently being afforded hiss throughout 
the world, ROBESON ' s activities should be followed closely and 
the Bureau advised of all pertinent developments. Any informa- 
tion bearing upon ROBESON ' s pro-Soviet and pro-CoMsunist sympathies, 
as well as any information indicating Communist Party control, 
guidance, support or influence of ROBESOH 1 s activities, should. CfAf 
bje,jTully resolved. >6g^ M&°¥~ ~~ ^ * 
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ROBSSOH may fee one o: 
faction in the CP. 




BUREAU (100-1230^) (RH) 
1 ~ HEW YORK {IOO-25857) (7-5) 
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FBI r.»2 
. • . ~ Date: . - -> 



Transmit the following message via 



PAGE TWO 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) T , - 

my 100-25857 

Bureau authority is requested to conduct a survey for 
Installation of a tesur on ROBESON ' s residence, 16 Jumel Terrace, "j^JCX- 
New York City. ROBESON'S telephone number is WA 7-775*. - - 

zrr : — — — powers. , jr:** 




4 



1j 



Mr, socftn«r 



&4£, #•» for* (100-25357) 
Dtrsctsr, Til (100-13304) ^ % C I 

PAUL LSROT BOBSSOM 
XMYSRWAL SSCUMIT7 - 



Seurairtel 5/20/58. 




May 3f * 



fk* Bureau dees not /**! tfca* a stt r»*p /or 
liw*sJIetl0» of a *<?*»r o» Jto&fftos** residencs is 
warranted at this tine. In view of Robeson's extensive 
t revel in the recent poet and indication* he mill .... 
eeatinu* &<• concert appearance* throughout the ff.S. ~ 
and jtoaaiM? abroad, it doe* net appear that such <m 
investigative technique mould afford sufficient day-to- ._— t--z.-. 
s£©# coverage of Sobesom** acjivtti es_te_jM&LL£3L i ts» i ~-| — — 
installation. In additionM Wmd SpJL 

Wappeetr to afford reasonable coverage ' _ ..;„„.. _ 
<^5o5«7oA*»o«T»rt Tea oftoalrf, however* remain 

alert to any situation which would lend itself to the 
utilization of the above investigative technique at 
which tine consideration nay again be given t# a survey* 

The denial of authority to conduct the above- -. -/,/£?/ 
requested survey should in no way minimise the iQ* StS/f+/r ^ 



importance of closely following Robeson's activities 
pursuant to previous instructions, ^y^g 

^ ........... EEASGH 

BCHsnpp: sin (4 ) V SATE 



9 s activities Ml *-/i ft 



Tolsoo . 



Bel 



MOTS: Robeson is a key figure of NTO. Be is noted Negro 
concert singer who has consistently supported the CP and 
related front groups and has likewise been outspoken in 
his praise of Russia* Robeson is currently receiving 
considerable international coverage in both the legitimate 
and progressive press. In vien of his extensive ooncert 
%ppear,onces, his book "Here I Stand," and his suit against 
the State Department for a-rpassport. As a result the 
CP. t as tn the past, is taking advantage of Robeson's - - v 
prominence and is obviously exploiting him in an effort 
to, enhance the CP position. MO has previously been 



Pa 
RdMta 




Jlr/t I n 
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litter to SAG, Men Tor* 
MMi ML LSROT MBESOW 
100-12304 



C0WTJMUAT10M OF MOTSf 




tastrueted to elosely follow M&beam'o current activities 
in on of fort to establish tho extent of CP control, 
support, guidance or influence ever these activities. 
Although WTO request for above survey moo possibly 
prompted by these instruction*, it is not believed, for 
the reasons set forth above, that such coverage mould 
be Justified at this time. 
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NEW YORK 
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5/19,22,23/58 




fete, se 



TITLE OF CASE 



I 



paul leroy Robeson 

INFORMATION CONTAIHED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
EXCEPT VJHERE £H9W§ 
filHSKFFXSE,- 




CHABACTEB OF CASE 



INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

all ikfoe-vj^tion contaikeg 
et.ii3 1 3 u::classifihi • 



"ZZCifl WmuK£, SHOW? 



/ 



ROBESON arrived, Portland, 3/l6y5°# for concert at 
Botsford Auditorium, Reed College, 3/1 8/58, arranged 
for and sponsored/by Focus Club, a non-affiliated 
college groupj membership in which comprised of Reed 
College students. / ROBESON described in press as 
"here as an artist" 1 stayed at residence of Reed 
College professor, known in past as /CP member. 
Subject entertained by Focus Club members. One promi- 
nent CP member complained that admission price to con- 
cern was prohibitive while another stated that few 
people were Invited to attend gatherings for subject 
held by Focus Club members »j 



CLASS. 4 EXT. BY U «/«J<J 
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©o not <witt» S» spa."** b*ki 



4 Bureau (100-12304) (RM) 
3 New York (100-25857 ) (RM) 
1 Portland (100-8472) 



UcA/9 3erf)r Sd^ 



S3 JI'K 2 1S58 



DEC- 99 




PD 100-8472 
DETAILS; 



AT PORTLAND, OREGON 
Arrangements -for a Concert Appearance ~of Subject 



< 




was held 

purpose 

concert to oe given by PAUL ROBESON 
under the sponsorship of the Focus Club of Reed College 
on Marchl8, 1958, to be held on the college campus • In- 
formant identified VIRGINIA MALB1N as among those in 
attendance at this meeting. A Reed College student in 
attendance explained to those present that the president 
of Heed College whom he had consulted, had advised him that 
while Reed College would not assist in any way either in 
sponsoring or participating in the advertising for a con- 
cert by ROBESON, it would permit the Focus Club to sponsor 
the affair. Oni of the persons present at the meeting, L 
according tofl p was requested to contact various negro 
clergymen in Portland to determine their reaction to ........ 

ROBESON'S appearance, both as a person and as an artist. 
He was delegated to attempt to arrange through the clergy 
with some negro family where ROBESON could stay wHILe in 
Portland. _ During the meeting some copies of ROBESON f s 
new book "Here I Stand" were given to some of the persons 
present. The Focus Club has been publicly described as an 
organization of Reed College students which has no official 
connection with Reed College and which has from time to 
time sponsored the appearance of various out-of-town speakers 
singers, and entertainers. 

In early Hay, 1958, ELIZABETH QURLEY FLYNN, member 
of the National Committee, CP, USA, spoke at Reed College 
under the auspices of the Focus Club. 

The Communist Party (CP), has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 




1949, was known to 1 

Portland Confidential Informants^ BP>andJM^&s a 

member of the CP since which time she has been known to the 
above informants as one who has taken an active part in 
various Communist front organizations . 



.-'if 



FD 100-8472 



known to 

period, since 19^9*1 
one of those in atten 



CDt: 




during the period 1948-19^9* was 
ended CP meetings during^hat | - 7 
as been reported by | V* B 
au CP front group meetings. 



tic 







PX> 100-8472 



on 

meeting or the Committee for 
the protection of Oregon** Foreign Born, at Port land, on 
February 25, 1958, an announcement was jade concerning , 
the scheduled appearance of PAyt* KOBESOS at a concert to 
be given at Reed College on about March 14, 195S. 

reported that at a * " 
ion for Social Action {OFSA) 
► at Portland, an announcement was . .. 
Jt concerning the concert by fAWL 
BOBESDN at Heed College on Karen 18, 1958* 
sponsorship ftf^hejgoej^^lisb of Reed College, 
reported onj ^at the meeting of the earn© or- 

ganisation hell I B? Bev« MAHK CHAHBEBUH, the 

Chairman of the o*sf bad announced the afth#dm«d «»t»MBM« 
of t! 







onfl ■ reported that on the 

evening cTTSarch at ROBESOM'a eoneert, Krsv BDUA ... 

3Mn&, WfcDie fcnown icl fas an OFSA executive, board member 
and program ©ommttteeHmemoer wHLe in conversation with the 
subject, discussed with him the possibility of subject giving 
a program In Portland for the Committee for the Protection 
of Oregon** Fa»ign Bom (CFOFB), to which subject replied that 
he was always willing to cooperate with the Foreign Bom 
Cosimitteea, BOBESOIt provided his address t© Krs. StfXTR and - 
plane were tentatively »ade for his appearance In Portland . 
in the fall of 1958 under the sponsorship ©f the CPOFS. k 

Kews Publicity Concerning Subject 1 a appearanoe 

the Oregonlan j Portland dally newspaper, ©a Karon 
6, eontalOT'W'article entitled ROBESON to Sing 

Here", which announced the scheduled appearance of subject 
In his first Portland concert in ten years on Kerch 10, 195$* 
The article referred to BOBBSOH as a "political oontroveraial 




figure in the last decade because of squabbles with the 
State Department over alleged Communist sympathies", and 
indicated he would present a vocal program of his own under 
the sponsorship of the Focus Club a student group of 
about 40 members, at Botsford Auditorium, at Reed College, 
at 8:00 p.m. 

The Oregonian, on Monday, March 17* 1959* con- 
tained three photographs of the subject. The caption above 
one photograph "l am Here as an artist" and contained . 
a statement below the photograph referring to ROBESON 
as having arrived at the Reed College campus on Sunday. 
Below another photograph of ROBESON appeared "ROBESON re- 
called political controversy over his alleged sympathies 
with Russia, declared 'my political position is precisely 
now as it has always been. ,M 

An article captioned "ROBESON says English T.V., 
concert stage engagements, hinge on getting U.S. Passport," 
with byline of HERB PENNY, staff writer, The Oregonian, 
appearing in The Oregolan, March 17 > 1958, reflected the 
results of an Interview with the subject on Sunday (March 
16, 1958). The article referred to ROBESON as having steed . 
that he thought it was "unlikely" he would be permitted to 
leave the country to acoept singing and acting engagements 
in England. The article pointed out that since 1950 ROBESON 
had been unable to obtain a passport because of "squabbles 
with the State Department over alleged Communist sympathies* 8 
and further pointed out that he had filed suit this month 
in an effort to obtain a pssport before the English engage- 
ments in June. The article quoted BOBESON as stating: 
"It is unlikely that I'll will make it at this time although 
this whole thing is getting pretty absurd in the light of 
our cultural relations abroad. But if the case came up in 
time there Is no doubt that I'd win because the State De- 
partment is interferring with my livelihood." The news 
article noted that ROBESON spoke informally on the Reed - 
College campus. It further noted that ROBESON had commented 
to the effect that he believed it important for people to 
know that he was getting invitations from abroad because it 
reflected how necessary a passport was for him. The article 
continued "in his Portland visit, he emphathized 'I'm here 
as an artistac*** 1 '' The article contined that "the fact that 




m 100-8472 



he now, apparently, has much more to say about music than 
about polities does not mean that he has changed his 
opinions, 1 My political position is precisely now as it 
has always been* be declared,* Hie article referred to the. 
subject's isost recent appearance as having been under the 
sponsorship of negro groups with many recitals in negro 
churches, Xt pointed out that no polities! message would 
be given with his concert. 

Hie Oregon journal , Portland daily newspaper, 
on March 17* l^&kV contained an article captioned a 3?AoX 
ROBESON, 'here as artist 1 s discussion on politics avoided* 
unsfer the byline Of K&RTXN GhkBK, Journal music editor, 
which pertained to » press conference by ROBESON on Sunday 
afternoon (March 16, 1953). the article quoted RGBESOH 
as saying & X l m here aa an artist" and referred to his 
scheduled concert oh Tuesday evening March 18, 1958* at 
Botsford Auditorium on the Heed College campus, which it 
was noted was being sponsored by the *JFocus Club* a group 
of Beed College students which has no official connection 
with the college.* 

The article stated in part, including the phrase 
set out in paranthesis, that subject n has been accused of 
may things ( Including extreme left wing views and pro- 
Communlst opinions), but nem* of a lack of sincerity * This 
was evident In all his answers » w It further noted that 
subject was willing to answer political questions but 
he had made it clear that on this visit he wanted to be 
considered purely as an artist. Zt noted that subject had 
commented that should he return to Portland to give a lecture 
then he "woud be happy to go into all such questions'', the 
latter statement being Indicated as prompted by a question 
conceiving his feelings on the Hungarian revolt. 

The article quoted subject in continuing n tmt X 
will say this* we here in the United States can get 
awfully excited about what's happening to people In other 
countries while paying little attention to the Injustices 
to my people here In this country .* Subject was referred 
to aa having stated that&nce 1950, he had been eoncertisiag 
mainly In churches. Be noted he was scheduled to sing In 
Carnegie Kali this year under the sponsorship of the Ame Zion 
Church in New York in which his brother Is pastor. He 
remarked it was his feeling that the U.S. Supreme Court 
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will pass favorably soon on an application to have Ma 
passport, which was cancelled in 1950* reinstated and if 
that action is forthcoming, he will accept invitations 
from such British composers as RALPH VAUGHN WILLIAMS and' 
BENJAMIN BRITTEN to concertise extensively in Great „ 
Britain. An article which appeared in the Oregon Journal 
on March 19, 1958, under the byline of MARTIN CLARK, ~~ 
Journal music editor, was captioned "Botsford Auditorium 
'Jammed" - for ROBESON. " Ihe article referred to a spokesman 
for the Focus Club, the organization of Reed students 
which had sponsored PAUL ROBESON 1 s appearance, as having 
stated it was the largest audience attending a concert in 
the auditorium, there being more than 1,000 in attendance. 
The article noted that the subject's "warm outgoing nature 
obviously struck a responsive chord in the hearts of his 
listeners", further noting that "ROBESON'S request to be - 
recognized purely as an artist apparently has been completely 
granted." . 



Communist rarty Reaction to Subject's Appearance 





reported that in _ 
, in referring to the sehe 




on 1 
GAYLOf 

jpearance" of PAUL ROBESON, commented to the effect that he 
was sorry to hear that the Focus Club was charging $2 for 
admission to the concert, that he (GINTHER) felt that the 
price was too high, noting that neither he nor his wife could 
afford to attend at that admission fee. He further indicated 
that he was going to see some members of the Focus Club, the 
organization sponsoring the concert, and tell them they were 
charging too much. 



©PRPc 



RD GINTHER is known to informants^ 

as state secretary of the CP of Oregon, 



^ whoattended the subject 
evening oTfterch 18, 1958, reported on 
ROBESON was most enthusiastically reoe 
audience. According to the informan " 

^attended the concert, oo 
stayEigat the home of LLOYD REYNOLDS, 




Reed College professor. 



known to 




as of March, 1 

as current CP members . 



X 




-7- 
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have been known to jj P andijj Pas longtime CP members 
who in recent 'years have played & prominent role In the 
CP leadership. . * . ■ 

On June 1$, 1954* ROBERT WISHART CANON, a self- 
eonf eased CP member, from 1947 to 1948, in testimony at 
Portland* Oregon, before the Committee on tSn -American ' " 
Activities, House of Representatives, testified that - 
&3Q0YB KSfKOLDS, professor of "Graphic Arts, at Reed College, 
and his wtfe> were imown to CANGH in, 1§48 as members of 
the professional club of the CP, a groupc comprised of 
seven persons whose Interests and livelihood were ©entered 
around Reed College, 

On June 19, 1954, UOT>~jr. ROT0LD8* 7^23 S„E._ 
3lat Avenue, Portland, while appearing as a witness under 

subpoena before the Cousnlttee on Un-American Activities, 

House of Representatives, identified himself as a professor 
of art at Reed College » He Invoked the protection of the 
Constitution of the United states and particularly the 
5th Amendment in declining to answer whether he was ever 
a member of the CP on the grounds his answers might tend 
to* incriminate. 

on 



J ■ repoWed" ihai on mrch 18, 1958* a social affair was 

held i 




at a private home follow ing su b Jaet * a concert in honor 
of Uhe subject. According tofl HB^no expressions of political 
views were heard, the topics of conversation being with 
reference to music of countries visited by the subject* 
reported that the subject was pleased with the response 
given to his Portland concert and that subject indicated 
it would pave the way for him to give concerts in other 
cities, The subject commented that he hae had offers from 
Seattle and Spokane, Washjn%ton*-J!ur -f uture appearances, 

rally advised ©n j pNhat about 45 students 

ere present at the abovr described" social affair. 



I I onfl M further reported that on 

Karch 19,^5^* & wffT^^rapperwaa held for the subject at 
which the membership was limited to Focus Club members 
and certain other invited guests. After the supper, 
according toM j/frthe group, including the subject, went 
to the Reed College coffee shop* where students were square 
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dancing thus affording the students an opportunity to 
talk to the subject. After about an hour ROBESON left 
with one of the Focus Club members to return to the 
residence of Professor LLOYD REYNOLDS where he was staying. 



I ^orally advised on 
errng on the evening of 




that during 

the gathering on the evening of «aron 19, ly^o, in the 
subject's honor, the latter discussed at length his nuslo 
and the background of some of the music in the countries 
he had given concerts. 




n> 100-8*78 , -appendix - ^^^WlAU 

COMMITTEE FOR THE PROTECTION OF OREGON'S FOREIGN BORN 

According to Portland Confidential Informants, the 
COMMITTEE FOR THE PROTECTION OF OREGON' S FOREIGN BORN, known 
in its earlier stages as the CITIZENS COMMITTEE FOR A CIVIL 
RIGHTS ORDINANCE and as COMMITTEE TO DEFEND FOUR OF OREGON'S 
FOREIGN BORN, has been dominated during its entire existence, 
August, 1949, to date by past and present COMMUNIST PARTY 
members . 

A Portland Confidential Informant reported that a 
letter dated April 9, 1957, by COMMITTEE FOR THE PROTECTION 
OF OREGON'S FOREIGN BORN secretary, MARTINA CURL, described 
the organization "as an independent defense committee 
organized about seven years ago to help those in Oregon, who, 
when arrested and facing deportation for exercising the very 
rights they came to the United States seeking, were confused and 
financially unable to defend themselves." Portland Confidential 
Informants have advised the COMMITTEE FOR THE PROTECTION OF 
OREGON'S FOREIGN BORN is currently active in Portland, Oregon, 
holding regular meetings and has sponsored a number of fund 
raising affairs during the past year. 




2£m 



• •4 



CONFi 



p© 100-8472 




& PORTLAND CHAPTER , MBTRQMST FEDERATION FOE SOCIAL ACTION 

: | Portland Confidential Informants have advised that 

I the PORTLAND CHAPTER, METHODIST FEDERATION FOB. SOCIAL ACTION, 

::# aka OREGON CHAPTER, METHODIST FEDERATION FOr, SOCIAL ACTION 

m and OKSGOi; P&D ORATION FOR SOCIAL ACTION is heavily infiltrated 

nrrr.-iriMTS-T PCRTY 

*4 members and c^.ip^tM zers who talte an active pari in its affaire 

and activititr . 



KBTHODIST FimRATION FOR SOCIAL J\C : TTCN 



The KSTHO.DIST FEDERATION FOR SOCIAL 40TI0H h&S' been 

§ cites the '%-iifornia Committee oi. Un- American Activities 

* in its 19^8 repcr"-. as "among the more conspicuous fronts for 

Ih Communist activity in the field of relief , assistance, and 

% welfare vtotlz. and baling with the problems of the uii-etcployea 

1 and underttrivi " . n 
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' Office ' Memorandum • united states government 

TO i DIRECTOR, FBI (100-12304) 



DATE 



StTBJBCT: 



SAC, PORTLAND (100-8472) 

C 

PAUL LEROY ROBESON 
IS-C 



Rerep of SA 
and captioned as above, enclose 
is dissemination memo. 



erei 



REFERENCE 



Bureau let to New York, 2/27/56. 



5/28/58 

t2f 




ALL IHFOKKATIOH COKTAIBSg 
IE2F.ZIN IS UliCLASSIllSg x ' 
EXCEPT HKEKE SH0®5 • 
©1HESKI5B 

Portland, dated \ 
bh. Also enclosed 

cuss. ^m.VjUJM^Ls 

DATE OF TifYTTiW fc ; t' 



ADMINISTRATIVE 



Per the 
Office of Origin 



the Bureau, and for the 
reported 




je cause or tne nature of the information reported 
"and the fact that disclosure of the above facts might 
expose informant, the above remarks were not included 
in the body of instant report for dissemination. 



INFORMANTS 



Identity 
of Source 



Date of Activity 
or Description 
of Information 



2-Sureau ( 

fNew Yoik 
PortlaS* ? „ 




Date 
Received 



Agent to 

whom 
Furnished 



File No 
where 
Located 





# :f->ral rdOO-8472-14 
^ -■ fe3 JUN jy|^- ^ bl.D 



c'.6)(100-25857)(RM) 




FD-30S (1-29-58) 




t 

CONFI 



Subject's name is included In the Security Index, 
The data appearing on the Security Index card are 
current. 



3. | | Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 
and Forja FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau. 
k. \ | A suitable photograph f 1 is | 1 is not available, 

5, [Y~\ S*reful consideration has been given to each source . 
soncealed and T symbols were utilized only In those 
instances where the Identities of the sources must. f > 
be concealed. \ *. - 

6. | | Subject Is employed In a key facility and ■ 

Is charged with ^security responsibility. Interested 
.agencies are 




7.1X3 This report is 
(state reason) 



llasslf led 



.nformaT 



ntlwl 



because 



contains information, the unauthorized 
.sclosure »f which could be pre- 
judicial to the defense interests of 
[he nation. 



8. 1 1 Subject was not relntervlewed because (state reason) 



9 | — H This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 
mending cancellation of the Security Index card. 

10 ! 1 This case has been re -evaluated in the light of the 

Security Index criteria and It continues to fall ' 
within such criteria because (state reason) 





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU Of INVESTIGATION 



In Reply, Phase Ksjar ts 



RE: PAUL LEROY 
INTERNAL S. 




Portland, 
May 28,A95Q~ 




jBESON 
5URITY - C 




Reference Is made to report of Special Agent 
mm —" m —— a £ Portland, dated anJr captioned 
above. / 

All Informants referred to in/the above 
report are sources, who in the past have provided 
reliable information. 7 . 

This Information is loaned Xp you by the FBI 
and neither it nor its contents are t<5 be distributed 
outside the agency to which loaned. / 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED. 
HraEM IS UNCLASSIFIED 




hc.v """* 

BY , 



^ ^ 



52) 



mi 



* Director, FBI (100*22304) — 

ESLANDA COUDCZO BOBESOM 
SECURITY HiTTJSR - £ 




2 - Afr. Jiachner 



June 3, 195S 



ALL UfTOIKArioN CCIttAUffiD 
BEOSBriS UKSIsASSlFIEDil 
EXCEPT RHERE SHOiW ' " 
OTHERWISE " 




Sandy /^Y^ASML ROOM E3 ' - ; " 

6 7 JUL 1-1958 5 ; ) f*5ni^g5 5 
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Deleted under exemption(s) V^ K ' ) with no segregable 

material available for release to you. 



□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 

D Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

I~l Document* s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 



, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
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FBI/ 



IS 
■ Jr. 




The summons and complaint were served on the Attorney General 
on Msr. 3, 1958. Plaintiff geeks a declaratory Judgment and other 
equitable relief to declare that the Passport Regulations of the . 
Secretary of State (22 C.F.R. 51.135 et seq. ) as applied to the 
plaintiff, are unauthorized, unlawful and Invalid. Plaintiff 
further prays that the defendant toe enjoined from interfering 
with plaintiff's travel outside the U.S. , from continuing to re- 
fuse to grant a passport to the plaintiff, and to direct the de- 
fendant to issue a passport to the plaintiff forthwith. Defen- 
dant refused to grant a passport to plaintiff based on his re- 
fusal to answer questions concerning present and past membership 
in the Communist Party which are contained in the passport appli- 
cation form. On April 28, 1958, an Answer to Complaint was filed 
in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia. On the 

Isaroe day, defendant filed a Motion for Security for Costs, together 
with a memorandum of points and authorities In support thereof. \ 
On May 22, 1958, Judge James Morris granted defendant's motion for\ 
ITcWity lor costs and rurttier ordered tnat plaintiff post sue a ~*" 
security within "30 r days from the date of the Order . 



Information included in Internal Security J)ivie ion 
k'onthly Status Report for * 19^C 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED " 



JUL 10 



*£/ HEREIN lb U^blH55iriLu 
€0 JUL 11 1958 DATE 4*S*Jtfh* 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM ♦ 'JUTTED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DIRECTOR t FBI (100-12301+) DATE; 

SAC, NEW YORK ( 100-2585? ^fr*™ 1 

PAUL LS ROY R03ES0K, 
IIJT2RSAL SECUHITY-C 




v. here sao«8 ,>•" 



Reference is made to UY letter dated 5/8/58, and to 
Bulet 3/27/58. 

In accordance with Instructions set forth in reBulet, 
the following Informants of the ffiCQ were contacted to 
determine If they bed any information indicating tha t u _ " 
subject r 8 ctir r en t_ concert tour is controlle d, sponsored, 
^OTuehceH ~ ~ 





SA 
£0 

^ t advised S/, 

that In th© past It;,, wag g^e3tNal_ : knowledg^' in me ^. 

Ws unable to provide any specif ic inf 'or&'&tion reg, 
subjects current concert tow and CP influence In 

that the cyhjyilw^yiPP^^ the various yQntuT e.3~~oF^tLlTL 
ROBESON by selling tickets , advertisirW the^lTniF^n^ 
thr o ugh a t t e ndane e» TnTerimnTpolnte d out that Irvnli 



Beaults 
Negative 
Negative 
Negative 
Negative 
negative 
Negative 
Hegailve 
Negative 

Negative 
negative 



b! 



hat CP 
"™*Inf ormant 
rding / 



\ 



i 




_ ^ . , ... ... / . 

©p^hTonHSla^^ do everything possible to assure success ' 

of any R0BE30IT venture. Informant advised that presently ,tho 
CP is pushing sales of ROBESON'S book, "Here I Stand," urging 
all members to purchas© tho book and advert i sing the book 



g/s^ureau (100-12301;) (RM) 
S ^2-Loa Angeles (100-25861 



361) (RM) 

2-?ortland (RK) 

2-San Francisco (100-690?) (RK) 
1-Ncw York (100-56680) (ESkFl RC32S0N) 
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NY 100-2585? 



CONFIDE 



whenever tho opportunity arises. Informant was unable to 
furnish any specific information as to the control or 
guidance by the CP of subject's current concert tour. 

On 5/1C/58* sod that on that date one 

mm ELLEtf was in contact with PAUL ROBESON, JR., via long 
distance telephone. She stated there were certain things 
she desired to discuss with him with particular reference 
to having his father and mother appear on a TV-Radio panel 
covering Trc.dc Unionism, Negro Culture and other related 
topics, the program itself to be sopnsored by "the Negro 
Ministers She stated the time and date is entirely up 
to the ROBESON family. ELLEN further explained that her 
organization of women will sponsor the subject as long as he 
includes her on the program. ELLEN requested that she be 
advised as to how ROBESON is doing with his concerts and 
other activity inasmuch as "wo got him started." ROBESON, JR. 
commented that he knew his father is in good hands "out there. 

It is believed that the above contact with PAUL > 
ROBESON, JR., originated from California and that MARY ELLEN 
is possibly a subject in the Los Angolcs or San Francisco 
divisions. It is reouosted thr.t Los Angeles, San Francisco 
and Portland attempt to identify ELLEN and furnished the NYO 
with any pertinent information concerning her. J 
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Office NLemut andum 



• UNITED STAGES 



CONE 
GOV 



NTJAL 1 

ENT 



/ TO 




SIRECfOR, FBI (X0O-I23O4) 



DATE 



OM 



SUBJECT: 



SAC, M&rXMORE (100-20853) 



PAUL LBBOX KOEESOH 

IS - c 

OG* Hew York 



KXC£?I KHESE S$Gfe& . 



June 12 ^ 195S 

" " MULLlJl 



Be Hew York airtel, dated Kay 20, 1958* 



3R%f ereneed.. a ir t© 1 
reinterview 
Kent recent 
ROBES ON* s 




affiliation wTv^Tm^^T^ 

njon^else^* I 
■ Wfaa 



requested Baltimore to 

opinion of a a tat* 
with respect to 



La recalled that 

in speaking of 

setter than a nyone els 
mented, in his report, 
manner which indicated 
be a CP member* 



stated that 
, had said » "We £ 1. 
Informant then com*; p 
de the remark in 
does know ROBESON to 



Pur in. 



at when 





reoontact withJJ JJT" inf oraiant said 

made this statement, the tone of voice 
and the knowing laugh which accompanied the 
led informant to conclude that RCBESON was more 
than a fellow traveler, a sympathiser qpa Communist * 




Informant statedthaMM&ls is merely his opinion 
based on his knowledge ofjj JPpersonality, as well 
as all his many years assocxfreing with Party members* 
Informant also stated that he d oubts tha t he would ever 
get any stronger statement from ■ B^. if it is true 
that HOSES OH is a party member. Restated, however, that 
he would rema^neonstantlyon the alert foi^an^such 

The Baltimore Office has alerted all other infor- 
mants who are in a position to obtain any such evidence 
agains t RCBESON, as well as to obtain any other information 
which would indicate that the CP might benefit in any way 
from proceeds of the sale of ROBESON *s book "Here I Stand*. 
RUC. 

*5^~ Bureau (Regis , mil] f£fr* 
2 - Hew York (IOO-S5857) (Regis. Mail) 
Jt - Baltimore (ee 134~3aJ 
tef 




book "Here x 5 tana". 
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Memorandum • united states government 

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-12304) DATE: Irfn'l 



as* 



SUBJECT: 



sac, new york (100-25857) 
Robeson * 



c 



PAUL LEROY 
IS - C 



ReBuairtel, 5/I2/58. 



l0M 

T; .::„M' ; riON CDXTA 
1~ 13 UNCLASSIFIED j 
EXCilPT (THERE SHOWS t - 



4TIAI 





SeL forttrUelow is a review of information concerning 
the activity in regard to ROBESON'S concerts and the sale of his 
book, "Here I Stand." 

On 5/19/58,1 W Carnegie 

Hall, 57th Street and Seventh Avenue, NYC, advised SAl 

that Ari D'Lugoff, Festival Presentations, Incorporated, 319 W 
11th Street . NYC, arranged the concerts for ROBESON on 5/9 and 
23/58. !■■ BP*no ted this was not an unusual action on the 

part ortTCuGOFFTlnasmuch as his business directly pertains to 
arranging such affairs for artists. 



ReBuairtel stated that attempts should be made «$p 
determine whether the CP would benefit financially as a re'sult C! 
Of the campaign by the CP on behalf of the sale of ROBESOH^s 
book. ^7 

Investigation in this regard Is set forth as r - ^ ■• 
follows : ^ 

bf 



source close to 



.s contacted orj/ 



.ng basis ana nas~ rurnisned no information which 
indicates that the CP has benefited financially by the sale 
of ROBESON'S book, "Here I Stand." 



to 



close to 



jontactea on a continuing basis 
Lon which indicates that 
benefited financially from trie f sale -of ROBE§ON's book. 



CP has 



(jp- Bureau' < 100-12304) fm) 



New York (100-258575 ' KPQ- SS . H 

<3) :plk sr«ss» 



t>9JUM 271958 




r 



NY 100-25857 




(c) 

andj PT" Sources close to 

•financial "records maintained Dy the National and the New 
York State Offices, CP, USA, 23 W. 26th Street, NYC, are 
contacted on a continuing basis, 4 ? also furnished no 
information which indicates the CP has benefited financially 
from the sale of ROBESON'S book. 

It is noted that ROBESON'S book was published 
by Othello Associates. 




owing officers of Othello 



>ociates, Incorporated: 



PAUL ROBESON, JR. 
President 



as follows: 



Secretary 

Concerning Othello Associates, it may be documented 



The records of the New York County Clerk' s Office, 
State Supreme Court Building, Foley Square, NYC, revealed that 
on 10/23/52, a Certificate of Incorporation was filed fo 

Othello Recording Corporation, 53 W. 125th St., NYC. On 

m ££Vdvlsed that the Othello Recording Corporation was 

formed to make records for PAUL ROBESON and persons of the 
progressive movement who found it difficult to secure opportunities 
through other recording companies in putting their talent on wax. 



K7b 



' On 4/21/58, records of the New York County Clerk's 

Office, under file number 59906, revealed that on 12/19/57, a 
Certificate of Change of Name of Othello Recording Corporation 
to Othello Associates, Incorporated, was filed by PAUL ROBESON, JR. 
President, and LLOYD L.VBROWN, Secretary. 
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1 



The following is a review of information received 

from informants concerning activity on the part of the CP 
in regard to ROBESON ! s concerts and the sale of his book: 

,fc7 

_______ advised on| p he had learned that 

although the cjjr 1 Tl attempting to initiate a ROBESON engagement 
in Baltimore, that the Party 1 s connection with this movement 
should be as indirect as possible in order to facilitate the 
greatest possible degree of success. Also, the Party would 
like ROBESON to be sponsored by the membership within the .. 
Negro community and that the only way to obtain this is through kf7T> 
the creation of a seemingly spontaneous group with a desire 
to hear ROBESON . 

fci 

'advised on 4/9/58, that BEN DAVIS 

Indicated that some comrades were charging that "We" were trying 
to substitute the ROBESON book for the Party* s line (The informant 
was not able to adequately jqaeaisSxto the nature of this statement.) 

.. _ 'advised oM W that on 4/1 3/58/ 

at an affair held in Chicago, 111., PAUL ROBESON spoke and 
reaffirmed his intention of continuing the fight for his people 
and for his passport. He urged all present to fight for their 
rights as individuals despite the fact that many fighters for 
Negro rights were falsely labelled Communists. ROBESON stated 
he looked forward to the time when people like CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
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could walk the streets as a free man.-; He said that LIGHTFOOT 
and his followers were not trying to overthrow the government, 
but were simply struggling for the rights of the Negro people. 




rep 



ported onH B L L OYD - BR 0WN and 

BENJAMIN J. DAVIS , JR. , c onf e r re d "briefly on that date at 
DAVIS 1 residence^ Evident«9.1y referring to PAUL ROBESON and 
ROBESON'S hook, -BROWtf-saicT that the following week, in both 
"The Courier" and "Afro", that "we" will have another of 
"our" ads. He said he had a new heading, that being, "ike 
Says Later, Paul Now." DAVIS indicated that that was a very 
good heading, 

< * ll *"'' MI< ^ advlsed on ■ £ that the May Day 
Celebration In Newark, New Jersey, was held on 5/2/58. ,7 

PAT TOOHEY, a member of the National Committee of 
the CP, USA, spoke at the meeting. TOOHEY mentioned PAUL 
ROBESON'S book, "Here I Stand" and urged everyone to buy a 
copy as soon as available. 



■ \ 





mat BEN DAVIS spoke 
at lengcn on taul KUBE^ON's book, "Here I Stand", which he said 
clearly outlines a complete program in mass work. He said 
that ROBESON's boo k should be accepted ap Party policy 

said that there were 100,000 copies of this book in print and 
that 25,000 were to be distributed in the New York area. He 
said it was the duty of each club and section to take as many 
of these books and see that they were sold and distributed widely 

PEARL ALLEN, a leading Negro CP member of the New 
York State CP, spoke during the discussion which followed DAVIS ' 
report, and said she could not accept it. _§he said that 
ROBESON's book was a good book, but could/be accepted as Party 
policy since ROBESON Is not a Party member. She said the CP = * 
should formulate its own policy as a Communist Party. 
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I -advised onflHHHf that DAVIS was in 
contact with ROBESON on that dace . .During the ensuing 
conversation between DAVIS and ROBESON, DAVIS congratulated 
ROBESON on his second concert at Carnegie Hall, 5/23/58, and 
stated he was sorry that he could not have been there,. - J 

ROBESON remarked that he was astounded at the success of t I 

the concert and that it opened up entire new vistas for ' JO.' 
him. He stated that he put the Negro up on an intellectual hi V s ) 
plane. ROBESON also stated, "This is the answer to u v 

Peekskill and everything that went before." DAVIS made 
arrangements tomgetwith ROBESON at ROBESON'S residence . 
the next daytf P (The Informant was not able to I 

furnish the PefflcOor DAVIS wanting to meet with ROBESON) . 

advised oxfl Vthat WILLIAM 2. FOSTER 

dictated a letter to his chauffeur- secretary, JACK SHULMAN, *j 
to be sent to PAUL ROBESON ♦ . ^ 

"Dear Paul : , - _ . 

"You must have been very surprised the other day 
when during out visit I talked to you particularly about the 
Negro Questions without mentioning your new book. 

"The reason for this exceedingly strange conduct 
on my part was believe it or not, I did not know that you 
had written a book. This shows the extent of my sickness. I 
had been cut off from current publications. The fact of the 
matter was inaudible even now I am catching up on It only in 
the most desultory matter. 

"It so happens that I was not given a copy of your 
book when it came out or did I read about it in the 'Worker.' 

"You may be sure however when I came to hear about 
the book several days after our talk I was thoroughly embarrassed 
at my ignorance and I made haste to get a copy of the book and 
read it without delay. ; 

(Following paragraph added as a corrected piece.) 



"Your book 'Here I Stand' is certainly a splendid 
piece of literature on the subject animated by the true fighting 
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nf thp neero neople in this' country and throughout the 
world! It it clrtain!y P hound to receive a very wide circulation. 

" "In these days in our ranks there has been much 

confusion on the negro question Inaudible your book will do , 
a real service. 



(Following paragraph a corrected one) 



"Your hook in its clear fighting spirit will do much 
to clarify the question. I venture to assert it will do a 
leading service to the negro people in the fight to light up 
and make clear the typical road the negro people have to travel 

In fighting for their -own National liberation inaudible 

gradually working their way to Socialism. 

"With all good wishes and again apologizing for 
my neglect of your fine book. 

Bill Foster" 

"PS 

» T his letter was written by my^ friend JACK SHULMAN 
as I am unable as yet to write a letter." 

Investigation to be conducted as set f dth in reBuairtel 
continuing, and Bureau will be kept advised of developments. 
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Date: 
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t 



Subject: 



6/13/58 

Director, FBI 

Legat, Mexico (100-Xew) 

PAUL^OBESON 
SI: - C 




R03SSOK is expected to arriv^r^exic^C^^^n^helJn^e^ 
States on or about 7/1/58. ^| HW 
subject was coning to Mexico "o^ynvats^ra mi ki. 
probably give a concert_here_, w 



in 



*e 



arrive 

'the release of publicity regarding his trip, 



was highly desirable 



The foregoing is being furnished to the Bureau 
for information. 

Extra copies of this letter are being furnished to 
the Bureau for transmittal to the New York Office. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-12304) 



DATE: 6/29/58 



OBJECT: 
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SAO, LOS ANQEZ£S (100-25861) 

<c . 

CLASS. & EST. B*f ^frgKJ&Jw 
HEASON-FCIM II, 1-2.4.2 



PAUL ROBESON 
IS - 0 



21 



DATE 0? RFvTEg f»/$~f{ 



Reference la wade to Los Angeles letter dated 
3/20/58, in which it was reported that ■■■■Qtfdlt that 
PAUL ROBESON was in California for reasons other^than his 
concert tour, namely, to consolidate the left forces in the 
CP. Farther reference is made to New York letters of 5/8/58 
and 5/20/58. 

Slils is to advise that informants of the Los 
Angeles Office who might be in a position to have information , 
concerning PAUL ROBESON and his activities in t h e Los u / <-\ 

Angeles area have been contacted. OnJ| MPrfl W^J /*> I 

advised SAfl| B**hat PAUL ROBESON has now re turned \ 

to New York. However, there has been some talk that he M 
plans to move to Los Angeles to live; however, as yet these 13 
plans are somewhat indefinite. This informant advised SA 

p^that PAUL ROBESON and PETTIS PERRY, a member of the 
National Committee of the CP who now resides in Los Angeles, 
are very close and see a great deal of each other. This 
informant stated that PETTIS PERRY has been heard to state 
that he had met with PAUL ROBESON and had persuaded hira 
to sing at a recent "People's World" newspaper concert held 
for the benefit of the PV Communist newspaper in Los Angeles. , 
Informant stated that other individuals had tried to persuade A 
ROBESON to sing at such a concert but he had refused to do sq^-^-J)™ 
until PERRY had talked with him. ' ' 

Informant stated that he did not know whether 
ROBESON had had any political meetings with PETTIS PERRY 
or with other leading CP figures in the Los Angeles areawi) 
This informant stated that he had no information to in- v Ab- 
dicate that PAUL ROBESON was actually a member of the CP^-^\. 
or was allied with the Foster -Davis faction of the CP. p. 
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However, it very well could be true, according to the 
informant, because of ROBESON' 8 close relationship with 
leading CP figures who are of the left faction, particularly 
PETTIS PEKEIf, 

'advised further orally to SaJ| (J that 

ROBESON* s "book Is being pushed in this area by the communist 
element and plans are in effect where any group or individual 
which night sell the book can keep 40# of the proceeds for 
themselves or for the organization. Informant stated that 
he was not certain as to whether any of the receipts from 
the sale of the book have actually gone to the CP, but it 
is entirely possible, in view of the fact that they might 
retain 40# of the proceeds of the sale, 

fwas reinterviewed by SA 
'concerning the above matter. Ihis informant 
orally that in order to evaluate the position which 
PAUL ROBESON now holds regarding the party crisis in the 
United States, the following facts should be kept in mind: 

I. ROBESON has for many years maintained close 
personal contact with a number of highly placed Soviet 
officials. His frequent trips in the past years to the 
Soviet Union plus his contacts with the Soviet Communist 
movement during the Spanish Civil War, accounts for part 
of this personal contact. 

II. ROBESON first came into contact, according 
to his own statement, some years ago in Detroit with 
Communist ideology as a result of his friendship with 
WILLIAM PATTERSON, with whom he first toured the Soviet 
Union and with whom he has maintained close personal 
relationship for many years. PATTERSON, it should be 
noted, according to the informant, is one of the key 
figures in the Ben Davis faction of the CP in the New 
York area. 

III. At the time of the 16th National Convention 
of the CP in New York In Fe bruary. 1< 





le bad lunched with WILLIAM PATTERSON and he told her 
that PAUL ROBESON was the main power behind the theoretical 
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position of BEN DAVIS and CHARLES LOHMAN. At that time 
she Indicated that while ROBESON was riot a delegate to 
this convention, he was in New York throughout the con- 
vention, although the opposite was reported to the con- 
vention at the time in explanation for his not being invited 
to attend. Evidently, in spite of hb extreme interest in 
the factional fight, he is still anxious to maintain some 
semblance of personal separation from the party, at least 
for appearance sake. 

IV. ROBESON has been on the Vest Coast for some 
time. Since his arrival, a number of meetings have been 
held with key figures in the Negro community of the CP, 
including PRANK WHITLEY and PETTIS PERRY and CHARLENE MITCHELL, 
the latter two being members of the National Committee and 
supporters of the Foster-Davis faction of the CP. FRANK 
WHITLEY, according to informant, is chairman of the Negro 
Affairs Commission of the Southern California District of the 
CP, USA, (SCDCP). This association exists 





;heseinMvlduala 
lere^the^Kaaer 



5/9/58 at a district council 
meeting for National Committee member from Southern California 
represents support for the roll played by these 
who have been in contact with PAUL ROBESON.^ 
stated that BILL TAYLOR is now being considers 
of the left faction in the SCDCP, which is concentrated in 
the Moranda Smi th Section,, in which PETTIS PERRY and PAUL. 
ROBESON reside. WJJP^JIPE according to informant, 

le SCDCP, indicated some weeks ago 
loranda smith Section of the CP in Los Angeles was com- 
pletely in the hand 8 of the left faction. There is reason 
to believe, according to informant, that this left wing body 
is operating outside of the regular section apparatus in the 
Moranda Smith Section because they have evidently been in 
contact with key people outside the section, including such 
well known left wingers as LILLIAM HASKELL from San Diego. 
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V. Informant advised that here in Southern 
California at the time of the l6th national Convention of 
the CP following the SQth congress in the Soviet Union, 
the centerists and those to the right of center were 
obviously in control and at the ,16th National Convention 
the Southern California delegation, with one or two notable 
exceptions, were solidly behind the center and right wing 
position working with FBW FXHE, SIB STEIN, as well as JOHH 
GATES in sotrte aspects of the convention work, A small 
ssinority of this delegation worked with SEN DAVIS, including 
CHAHLEKE MTCHELL, 8EENB0RA DAWSON and to a lesser degree 
ANITA ROSTODHA, all Negroes. Since that time the district 
council In Southern California and the general leadership 
of the party have followed a position of careful center of 
the road policy regarding the National Committee question 
as well as local questions* In the last few months, however, 
particularly since the visits of LOUIS WEIK3T0CK, and the 
arrival of PETTIS FEBRY and the presence of PAUL BOEESSOK, 
the complexion of the district council, as well m the general 
orientation of a number of the district CP leaders has changed 
noticeably, so that today there has been a decided left 
swing orientation of the district leadership, While this 
fey no means has been decisive, It marks a trend which can 
easily lead to the removal of DOmfm KE&LEY, wmm SPAHKS 
as well as BEN BOBBS from their positions of authority. 
It was noted at the last meeting of the SCDCouneil on 5/9/58 
that all of the Negro delegates and Kegro visitors sat In & 
body at this meeting and seeiaed to be working as an organized 
clique, When the time cam© for nominations to the ?3ation&l 
Committee, M&WL WHITUHf, AHITA ROSTODHA and others jumped 
to their feet to nominate EIX& TAY&QR, a Hegro, as If by pre- 
arrangement. While there has been an apparent desire for the 
esost part on the part of PATE. ROBESON to stay away frora CP 
functions as such, he has appeared as the honored guest at 
a PW newspaper affair and also at the present time his 
connection still continues to exist locally, in that anyone 
who sells a prescribed number of subscriptions to the PW 
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that some kind of a deal is in the wind regarding & general 
reorgarii nation of the Southern Cal ifornia nation al Coral t tee 
delegation* Informant stated thatf||pp0jHBBPdld no * 

discuss the question freely, he inrerrea that there may 
be wore than a single replacement In the offing for this 
national OoBMlttee delegation* 

[stated that it roust he concluded that the 
Hegro left wing leadership of the SCDCP has taken on a wueh 
wore active roll in recent months, which could only he 
caused »y well organised leadership of the kind which PAUL 
BQBESON might give, "Ehere is reason to Mleve thatPETTIS 
PERRY and MAM WHITLEY are acting with the advice, counseling 
and guidance of FAUX* ROBESON on questions of this kind. 
With the right wing delegate completely destroyed in the 
Hew York area, the California party represents the only significant 
segment which is not directly under the control of the 
Davis forces. Evidently* this control la a asajor ohjective 
of the left wing groupings in the jaonths ahead. 

0 1 " 4 

orally that 

>lt is his understanding tnat~f AWTOfesW* maintains 

eiose contact with PETTIS PERRY and m&ffli WBXTLEy. This 
informant stated that he -did ' not know the degree of Influence 
which PAUL ROSESOH may have on these Individuals. 
stated, however, that it was his understandi ng 
PHpHMH H ■■■BBPtha^PAUL ROBESON 

generally has his thin^n^orleniea along left lines 

On 

advised SA W orally that 

>o information concerning the activities of PAUL ROBESON of 
a political nature*- He added that he could be very active 
with leadership in this area and it would not have come to 
his attention, ^ — 
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PAUL RQBSSON Concert originally scheduled, to be held 
at Soldiers and Sailors MeiaOrlal H&llj Pittsburgh, 
4/21/58 but lease for halF canceled because of 

ROBESON'S political beli/fs, j^nfcral Baptist Church, 

Wylie Avenue and KirSq>atrick jftrp-eet, Pittsburgh^, made 
available for ROBESON* s Goftp&nc which was sponsored by 
the Religious Talent Guild/ y^OBESOH's Concert held 
4/21/58 at Central Baptist ahurch &t which 1800 persons 
reportedly were in attendasfoe* leaders of the Communist 
Party - USA, Western Pennsylvania 'District,, at Pittsburgh] 
expressed an interest in this concert, assisted in the 
sale of tickets * and attended/the concert. 
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DETAILS s 

3U EFFORTS OF PROSCKFER TO OBTAIN CONCERT 
mm AT PITTSBURGH, PA, FOR PAUL 
ROBESON CONCERT SCHEDULED APRIL 22, 
1958 

The "Sun-Telegraph," a Pittsburgh, Pa, daily newspaper, 
March 31, 1958* issue, page three, eoluan four* contained 
an article entitled j ft paul Robeson ! Steal-in* Foiled Here** 
which set forth in part that the board of managers of 
Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Hall foiled what was described 
as an attempt to let coJMunist sympathizer PAUL ROBESON 
n steal" into the hall for a concert j that Superintendent 
01LEBRT C, CLGONAM stated an ■. advertising man had released 
publicity that ROBESON would sing at the Ushers Alliance 
program April 21 but that they contacted the ushers Alliance 
which advised that they had voted down ROBESON as a singer 
for their program because of his political affiliations. 

B The Pittsburgh Press ,* a Pittsburgh, Pa, daily newspaper, 
April 1, I95&* issue, page 17* columns one and two, contained 
an article entitled, %se of Hall is Refused to Singer Robeson 
Here,, B which set forth that a contract for the use of Soldiers 
and Sailors Hemoi&l Hall, Pittsburgh, on Monday, April 21, 
1958, for the appearance of PAUL ROBESON had been cancelled 
the preceding day fey GILBERT C. CLOONANj Superintendent of 
the building. This article set forth that CLOONAN, in a letter 
to newspapers, announced that the lease which had been 
obtained by a private promoter was ordered returned on the grounds 
that the "facts are not consistent with the memorial character 
of the building and no mention had been made of Robeson's 
appearance there, " 

"The Pittsburgh press, w April 1, 1958, issue, page eight, 
column one, carried an article entitled* "Robeson Gets 
Church Offer for Concert," which set forth that pr^JgBMLSS ., 
R,t^©RJ>QH, Mnister^iL^fe*„Matthews.A e M.E« Zion Church, 
Sewickley, Pa*^ extended an invitation to ROBESON to appear 
at his church. "This article set forth that l>r. GORDON 
emphasized that he is not in agreement with the political 
views of ROBESON, a staunch admirer of the Soviet Union* 
but that he respects his rights to be heard as a concert artist. 
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This article further set forth that GILBERT C. CLOONAN, 
Superintendent, Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Hall, 
Pittsburgh, upon cancelling the lease for Robeson's 
Concert scheduled April 21, 1958, stated, "We didn't want 
his type here," and "We didn't think it is right to have 
a person who won't salute his country's flag." 

"The Pittsburgh Courier, ■ a national weekly newspaper published 
at Pittsburgh, Pa., April 12, 1958, issue, page three, 
columns one and two, contained an article entitled, "Church 
Opens Its Doors - Robeson Will Sing at Central Baptist," which 
set forth, in part, that PAUL ROBESON, labeled by one critic 
as "the Red bull butterfly of Iterary teas," but placed high 
In the heroes gallery of India's Prime Minister Jawaharlal 
Nehru because he has represented and suffered for a cause 
which should be dear to everyone — the cause of human 
dignity — would sing at Central Baptist Church, April 21, 
at 8:00 PM, according to an announcement made this week by 
thejlellgious Talent .Guild of Pittsburgh and vicinity. 



The article set forth ijhat ROBESON, who has been most successful 
in needling white America's conscience because of-- what he 
charges is bias against him and the rest of Americans least 
privileged minority, will be presented in concert at the church 
*at the aforementioned time, according to LEE Ar^MATTHEWS, 
projoct t l ona l secretary, and B. H*Jlogan, pre sident of the 
Guild. / U ^ / ~ 

Following an unexpected rebuff by GILBERT C. CLOONAN of the 
Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Hall, Oakland, where the concert 
was originally scheduled to be held, application was made by 
the promoters to two large churches - Wesley Center AME Zion 
and Central Baptist. Previously an invitation to hold the 
concert in his church was extended by the Rev. CHARI£S R* 
GORDON, pastor of St. Matthews AME Zion Church in Sewickley, 
Pa. who made the gesture almost immediately after CLOONAN 
announced that ROBESON could not sing in the Memorial Hall 
because of some citizens' and organizations' objections to 
ROBESON ' s pro-communist leanings. 

The article noted that in most cases halls and auditoriums, 
both public and private, have been made available to ROBESON 
and that religious organizations have been his chief sponsors. 
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II. PAUL R0SES0H CONCERT HELD APRIL 21, 1958 

"The Pittsburgh courier," April 28, 1958, Issue, page 
three, entire page, and page four, oolusm two, carried an 
article entitled, "1 Will Continue Fighting to Prove All 
Ken Are Brothers' - Over 1,800 Attend Paul Robeson Concert," 
which set forth in part that the crowd of more than 1,800 . 
persons, who jammed Central Baptist Church, April 21, 1958 
to hear PAUL KOBESOil proved that they were not going to 
be told who could sing to them or where their concerts 
could be held , 

The article set forth that ROBESON who deviated from the 
scheduled program, in evident appreciation, gave one of 
those performances rarely heard In great concert halls; 
that his repertoire Included numbers by old and modern 
aiasters i folk songs of various countries, including 
America, Mexico, England, Germany, France, Hungary, Russia, 
Africa, India and China; recitations, prayers and the 
"Death Scene" from "Othello., "j that he displayed his mastery 
of languages by singing, In perfect idiom, English, French, 
German, Spanish, Russian, Hebrew, several African tongues, 
Persian Sanskrit and Chinese j and on one occasion commented 
that "Truly, the people of the world are all brothers under 
the skin* ' 1 

KOBESOH stated that all of his life he had been fighting 
to prove that all men are brothers! that he was still 
fighting to prove it; and that he intended to continue 
fighting to prove it the rest of his life. There was 
hushed silence for a moment, then a deafening roar - 
of applause, augmented by such vocal encouragement as t 
"I'nt with you, Paul w | "Stand your ground, man"; "There's 
a real leader," and. "There's a real man* I wish there were 
more like hiia» B 

The article noted further that even though brotherhood was 
the theme of Robeson's Concert, GILBERT £!♦ CLOOH&N, / 
Superintendent of Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Hall, had U 
cancelled the Guild's lease upon learning th.at ROBESON was 
to sing there; and that the Rev, CORMLL B^ALLEf, S>astor . 
ofCentral Baptist Church, and his deacon hoard then came*^© 
the rescue of the promoters by offering the use of their 
church » 
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It is noted that during the intermission, Rev, CHARLES R* 
GORD0H, pastor of St* Mat thews AME Zion Church, Sewlckley, 
Fa.* who was the first to offer the use of his church 
when it was learned that the concert could not be given at 
Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Hall, told the audience that 
he and Me wife received threats of physical violence, after 
he offered the use of his church, 

®aa acttiSe was concluded with the following statements i 

"The mixed audience applauded when it was announced that 
the State Department had relaxed its restrictions on 
foreign travel by Paul Robeson* 

w The department had informed the singer and actor that 
he was free to travel in the Western Hemisphere, where no 
passport is required* But he is still unable to go to 
Europe or elsewhere because he cannot obtain a passport, 

"Mr, Robeson has an offer to play several parts next eummer 
at the Shakespeare Memorial Theatre in Stratf ord-on-Avon, 
England. He wants the passport so that he can take the 
offer, but the State Department has again demanded that he 
sign a non-eojumunist affidavit, 

^Somewhat different legal questions are raised in another 
passport case just taken to the United States Court of 
Appeals in New York—that of Corliss lament, lecturer and 
philosopher, 

"In 1956 the State Department included on the regular 
passport form for the first time three questions about 
Communist party membership. When Dr. Lamont filled out his 
application, he left these spaces blank* Although he had 
previously denied party membership, he said it would violate 
his principles to answer such questions » 

"His lawyer, Leonard B. Boudin of Hew York, argues that 
there is no statutory or constitutional authority for 
a * general Inquisition * into the beliefs of the 600,000 
Americans who get passports each year. 
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"Mr. Boudin also asps that some persons have refused 
to answer the new questions on the passport form for 
religious reasons and have nonetheless received 
passports, Hot to do the same for Mr. Lamont, he 
argues, is discrimination . 

"Again the audience applauded, when Mr. Robeson 
informed it that he would return to Pittsburgh in the 
near future and would give a concert in the Mosque 
(Syria Mosque). l I t m still fighting, 1 he reminded the 
crowd . 

"Alpha Omicron Lambda Chapter of the Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, of which the distinguished Rutgers graduate 
is a member, entertained Mr. Robeson at the fraternity 
house, following the concert." 

III. INTEREST OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY - USA, 

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA DISTRICT, REGARDING 
PAUL ROBESON CONCERT AT PITTSBURGH 

The Communist Party - USA, hereinafter referred to as the 
CP, has been designated by the Attorney General of the United 
States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

tfB on M tt advised that STEVE NELSON on that date ^° f] 

""at a meeTlhg attended by leaders of tHs district commented 
regarding the proposed appearance of PAUL ROBESON at 
St. Matthews A.M.E. Zion Church, Sewickley, Pa. after ROBESON 1 s 
lease for appearance at the Soldiers and Sailors Memorial 
Hall at Pittsburgh had been cancelled. He stated that Sewickley, 
Pa. was not a good location because it was too far away. NELSON 
stated that he asked BENJAMIN CAREATHERS to see the person who has 
a place in town and that possibly they can get a statement to 
read in church regarding this. NELSON stated that BENJAMIN 
CAREATHERS can contact "The Pittsburgh Courier" newspaper 
to see if a public statement could be issued. 
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PG 100-9855 





on ■ ■ advised thati 

'STEVE NELSON had tickets to distribute for the PauD 
Robeson Concert scheduled April 21, 1956 at Pittsburgh. 

WKk onM jf advised that baaed upon STEM 

tSelson^I activities, NELSON as of that date continued 

to be the chairman of the Communist Party, Western 

Pennsylvania District. 



, on Mm advised that MARGARET NELSON and 

BRttJAmtf QAREATHERS had participated in the distribution 
of tickets for the Paul Robeson Concert at Pittsburgh, 
Pa* 



bp 



It is noted thati lonl W advised_J*t 

MARGARET NELSON ancM3ENJAMIN CAREATHERS on ; 
at Pittsburgh, pa. were in attendance at a meeting composed 
•of leaders of the Communist Party, Western Pennsylvania 
District, 




On April 21, 1958* Special Agents of the FBI observed 
numerous leaders of the CP Western Pennsylvania District 
in attendance at the Paul .Robeson Concert , Central Baptist 
Church, Wylle Avenue and Klrkpatriek Street, Pittsburgh, 
Pa. which included, among others, the following individuals % 

STEVE NELSON 
ALLAN D. MC NEIL 
THEODORE LEE ROWLAND 
ALEXANDER STABER 
ALEX STElNBERQ a 

It is noted that Wtfon Mm advised that as 

of that date the above iluxTn^aT™ were members of the District 

Committee, Communist Party, Western Pennsylvania District. 
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trJ'% (A*- 
> J V V 



Ojf&# MemmanduM * united sta.es government 



TO ~* 



FROM 



^Director, 



, FBI (100-382£24) ^ /k 
i FT SAC, Pittsburgh ClO0»9855) " 



OATE: 



SUBJECT; PAUL LER< 

IS - c 

OG « Hew York 



ROBESON 




Enclosed her ewith for the Bureau are four con lea of the 
report of SAB W dated A a 

at PlttsburglTana four copies of letterhead memorandum 
of same date, concerning Informants designated in mid 
report by T symbols. Enclosed for the Hew York Office 
are three eqaLes of the above mentioned report and letterhead 
memorandum. mss.ra.k^&L 

JtEASOIi-FCIM II, f~ZA*&_ZJ3LZ 



REFERENCE 



BATE OF ESV1E I j~tJi - f <f ,„jj 




Pittsburgh airtel to Bureau, 4/2/58* captioned "CP-USA, 
OROAMIZAT: ION, IS - CV** - 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

Careful consideration has been given to each source concealed 
and T symbols were utilized in those instances where the 
identities of the sources must be concealed, 

This report has been classified "eonfjfcfentlal 1 ' becmjse^nforsiatltinVi 
reported therein was furnished b3ij| 

the disclosure of which could be prejudicial "the defense 
interests of the tf. S. pursuant to Executive Order 10501, - 

On 4/ 2i /5 8 SAs l ^and 1 pattehded 0/(\. 

the Paul Robeson Concert at Pittsburgh^ra^ma^Bsfrved the / 
various members of the District Coanaittee, CP Western /i' 
Pennsylvania District in attendance. X6s»f 



Informants 
Source 



Date of Activity 

and/or Description _ ? ^w^^^^^ 



Date Received 



location 




/2 /- Bureau (Encl 6)M)RM} 

L 3 - New York ;{ 100^258^7) (Encl 6)f¥RM) /),/*r 
2 - Pittsburgh c\ if A«nv>^ 




60j 



J? 4/1/56—'- 





Jn Reply, PUa*t Refer to 
FtU "°- 100-9855 



( 



f ■■) 

xj\ USTICE 



TED STATES DEPARTME 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INTESTIGATION 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
June 10, 1958 



PAUL LEROY ROBESON 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 




Reference is made to report of 

dated June 19 , 1958, at'p 



Special Agent 
:tsburgh« 



All sources Identified by T symbols in referenced report 
have furnished reliable information in the past. 

This memorandum is the proper^ of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation and neither/it nor its contents should 
be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 




AfiENd* _____ 
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il\ CLOSURE 



Office Memorandum • united states government . 



TO i Mr, BelnoTvt,*j& 



OATl: ^ une 25, 1958 



now ; 5. 



SUBJECT: 



J2. jJoacfft^Jv^ 

PAUL ROBESON 
SECURITY MATTER— C 



b7c 




Depart me 




o/ t/ie BJsejsort Offi ce 9 State 
6/25/58 and advised that the 



Tele. Room 

Holloman 



1 1 State Department is issuing Passport Number 1145X87 to Paulfi 
II Robeson, Be stated that Robeson's application has been 
pending at the Passport Office since 3/21/57* Ee intends 
to travel to Europe for the purpose of singing and/acting 
and intends to visit England and Czechoslovakia,^ The passport 
is being nailed to Robeson's attorney Leonard JSj^Soud in of 

Robeson* ~~ 




• ng 

New York City, 



s case pertaining to his passport 
has "he en pending in the courts and this final action mas taken 
the State Department as a result of the recent Supreme Court '# 
decision with regard to the issuance of passports. 



by 



ACTION* 



Nonw, For information. 



1-Mr, Belmont 
1-Ur, Nease 
1-Ur. Bartlett 
1-Ur. Eland 
1-Mr, Philcox 
1-Ziaison Section 




r 2*5 




EEC- 96 E3 



jUN 30 19SB r$X^ 

&i INFORMATION MNTMNEQ' 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



u 



^ - Rachner 



6-26-58 



A trtel 



Tot SAC, New York (100*2$857) 

U - ; REC- 
JVow/ Director, -FBI (200-12304) 

G) 

PAUL IEROY ROBESON 
INTERNAL SECURITY • C 





— . — : Tolaon 



Boardmon 

Belmori! 

Mahr 

N»a»e 

Pnrson* 
Roan _ 
TmD _ 
Ttotter . 
Clayton 



State Department advised Bureau 6~2$-$8 
that Passport Number 114$ 1 87 is being issued to 
Robeson for travel to Europe for the purpose of 
singing and acting* According to State Department* 

Robeson intends to visit England and Czechoslovakia* 

The passport is being mailed to Robeson's attorney, 
Leonard Bond in, at New Fork City* This action by 
State Department was taken as a result of the 
recent Supreme Court decision with regard to issuance 
of passports* 

Continue to closely follow Robeson's 
activities* Any information developed bearing 
upon Robeson's contemplated travel plans and pro* 
posed activities abroad should be brought to the „„ 
Bureau's attention promptly* ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . 

Subject is key figure of New York Office* He 
is noted Negro concert singer who has long supported 
communist and related causes and has been outspoken in 
his praise of Russia, He has been fighting for passport 
since 19$0 and as a result of recent Supreme Court 
decision in another passport case, State Department was 
required to issue passport to Robeson at this time* 



NOTE ON YELLOW: 



BCRtef 
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Tele. Boom 

Holloican 

Gandy 




JUN 2 6 



> 1958 \ 

FBI J 



MAIL ROOM 



'<**. MemCandum 



J 



UNITED SlAiES GOVERNMENT 



TO 



Mr. A.H. Belmont 



OATS: 



June 21, 1958 



W. C> SuUlT-bf 



CQfffMNHJ 



iuBjicr: PAUL ROBESON 




INTERHAJD security - c 



Yesterday while talking wit _ 
he gave me some mforimtion%bout Paul Hobesoa, 




i 

•4 



i 



Boo-jsr.^n _ — 

B»Jmerit ~ 

Hoht _____ 

P&tao* 

Ho—o , — 

Tas™ 

Troitwt 

N*as# 

Gundy ^1 _/ 



According to( H Paul Robeson is becoming increasingly 

(effective out on the West Coast among t he Hegroes and especially among/eome 
»of the Negro Clergymen. j^splained that this is how he is^inprga_lng 
Ms popularity; / 



1.7c 
km? 




Robeson approac hed the pastor of one of the more important Ne|ro churches 
in Los Angeles g| BNid not have the name of the church or the pastor) and 
convinced the pastor to let him stag to his congregation. Robeson explmned that 
I the pastor could take up a collection for hi® church and the entire collection he 
could keep for Ms church and his members for he , Robeson, did not want any 
of it, "AH he wanted to do was to sing and sing and sing. The pastor agreed 
and as a result of Paul Robeson's staging he collected over $,100*. This news 
spread quickly from pastor to pastor in the Los Angeles area* They saw 

1 possibilities in Paul Robeson for raising money for themselves and their churches, 
and, therefore, he has been receiving invitations to sing which be accepts. 
_____,______„ points out that in all these engagements Robeson gets across one or 

more points in behalf of communism and Russian viewpoints. £| BP^so 
advised me that Paul Robeson is planning t o take a trip in to Mexico in the near 
future and that his wife will go to Jamaica, | |^said that he had met 

Paul Robeson and on one occasion in this same connectionj, Robeson was heard 
to say to a person arranging for his Mexico tr ip; * f Book me in as many churches 
in Mexico as possible," I aske<J[ p_Twho were the people arranging for 
Robeson's Mejdcan trip. Re saio^B^io^ot know the names but believed they were 
'two Jewish promoters*^ y^_> /$S®$ %$yCSF *"^\~ 

ossess theaetails andexplained 

he didn't consider it proper for 

m "to ask any pointed question's or make any specific inquiries, and, therefore, 

es in or 




Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
Be: PAXIL HOBESON 



In light of the cultural and religious history of Mexico, it is difficult 
to believe that Robeson would be admitted to many churches in Mexico for the 
purpose of singing. It may fee that he had something else in mind such as 
singing to outdoor gatherings in church areas, etc. 

RE €X)MMEHDATION« 

For your Information. 
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FD-3S Jft*w. lS-iS-56) 



Transmit the foiiowing in 



F 8 I 

Date: 



V •« i. f.T r . f>, 



^ / Mr, SIi>hr„„ 



Via 



AXRTEL 




U'eiSftttBtjKl 



Mr. Parses™™ 

Mr. T*»a..' ^ 

* Mr, Tro«»r 

* "r. W.C.£uSiv*8 
Tfic, Kosm 
..Mr. JfoHaman 

is Q&nd 



J- > , 




TO 
FROM 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



SAC, 



(100-12304) 



C1ASS. ft 
BFA5CH-FCIM IX, 
BATE OF BSV1SW. 



SUBJECT; 





NEW YORK 
.'/ 

PAUL LERCY ROBESON 

IS - C JULIHrORSAIIOK C0KTAIKE8 

CIHAL KL?.£XK IS UK CLASSIFIES) J 

v EXCEPT WELSH SHOWH • 

(Cl OTKEKVt'ISE. * 

_ advised on 6/18/58 that LLOYD BROWN on that 

date contacted BEN DAVIS, During the ensuing conversation, BROWN 
told DAVIS that he had been told by PAULIE (ROBESON, Jr.) that he 
had been finally able to reach his father ( PAUL-ROBES 0N}_ and v f> 
"set up a session with him Friday at 1 o'clock and lure'STlike to t*> ^ 
have you come . tt DAVIS commented that he had been trying to reaeh^ ' 
PAUL ROBESON too but had had no success. To this comment BROWN 
stated "He must have just cut himself off from the world for a few^- 

day8 * M « . 

; BROW and DAVIS then discussed the possibility "pt 
PAUL ROBESON obtaining & passport in view of the recent Supreme 
Court decision pertaining to obtaining passports. DAVIS gommented 
that he thinks ROBESON should immediately get a passport and "get |s^ r 
the h out of here. 0et to England or somewhere.* 1 BROWN ■,- v -' 0 
indieated""that the whole country is Interested in what ROBESO^ > y 
will do. 



pi 



■u-tiMiA'i In connection with the Supreme Court decision pertaining 
to ^travel to foreign countries ^fts* in view of allegations of Com- 
munist activity, BROWN and DAVIS jokingly remarked that In view of 
this decision DAVIS should be able to *go to New Jersey," DAVIS * 

Bureau' 

(l ~ 100 „ , - . , . - . 

1 - New York 100-23825 (BENJ. J. DAV IS. Jr.) (7-5) \. 

(7-5). , : _ _? O. 



1 - NewAork 100-24616 
1\4 New York 100-95550 . 
IvU 'feW K York 100-3#8j7 Ch-S) 




(10042304) (RK) a-J2l #0 65 I M^ fMd4^/b '^ 

-149163^ BENJ. J. DAVIS7 C jV.) ML£12 jS^HL,, ™ u 

#^£0 1953 



Jr.) (12-15) 



HI 



S ! 




(l V .-Approve 



FD-36 ( H«v. J2-13-S6) 



mm* 



inn 12-13-55! 
V 1 



A7"4:&#39; 



<§IMI 



^jjSS nsmi * t * le following in 



F B I 
F%? te: 



/7^pe in E?Vffc:*ex< or cade/ 



v 1 p .p 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 




N 



Bit-Si 



39; 



9 

&#3^T-,-l;0.~>i 
2"fo"&#39; 



B" 



& 39; 




;.&#39; 



NY 100-2587 



indicated he felt that the same principle was involved in 
his case. In conclusion, BROWN and DAVIS indicated that 
the meeting for Friday would take place at the residence 
of PAUL ROBESON at 1 o'clock. 

POWERS 



- 2 - 




?- : ' la "- Approved: 

&#39; ? ~r. 



Special Agent in Charge 



Sent 



.U Per 



F 6 I 
Date: 6/26/58 



Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 



Vi 



(Type in plain text or code) 



(Priority or Method of Mailing f 




TO i 

FROM 5 
SUBJECT: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



SAC, IHEW YORK 

paul leroy HOBESON 
IS - c 

CINAL 

ReNYairtel 6/19/58 
re. 



(100-12304) 
(lOO-25§57) 



ALL IKFC: 



*&KI01l C0NTA1V 



CLASS, t EXT 
REASON-FCIM 
DATE OF BEYIEff 



h^SlU IS UNCLASSIFIED J 

• BY cS-*H*lJlJ 

II, 1^2.4.2 A. 





vised on 6/20/58 that BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, Jr. 
advised his wife he -was going to meet with PAUITROBESON that date 
at ROBESON'S residence. ■""* 

The "New York Times" issue 6/26/58, page 22, column 4, 
contains an article captioned "ROBESON To Leave For Britain Soon," 
by LOUIS CALTA. Article setf forth as follows: "PAUL ROBESON, 
who for the last eight years has been denied a passport, will be 
able to leave for London within a fortnight to fulfill stage, con- 
cert and television commitments there. 



"News of the actor-singer's imminent departure was made 
known yesterday by his lawyer, LEONARD B. BOUDIN. Mr. BOUDIN said 
that officials of the Passport Office of the State Departments in 
Washington informed him yesterday morning that the document " - 
would be * issued to Mr. ROBESON as quickly as possible ©r.ii£j 
five days.* 



nt-ln 
nTaboufc/ 



"Mr. ROBESON'S plans include discussions with British £ 
producers about a London presentation of 'Othello, 1 with himself* 
in the title role, and conferences with HAROLD DAVISON, Ltd rj a- 
theatrical, band and concert agency. He last appeared on the 
London stage in 1936 In a play called *Tous saint L 1 Ouverture ^ 



f- Bureau (100-12304 
- New York 100-68223 



1 - New York 100-23825 
1 - New York 1J0-25857 ( 

JEW: BUBS it } dp 

(7) --- 




5 



Approved: 



EEC- SB fiO" fr*5 f 1 



I. 



Special A^ent in Charge 



Sent _ 




FD-J6 (Rev. 12-13-56) 



F B I 
Date: 



Transmit the following in 



Via 



(Type in plain text or code} 

(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



1 
I 

i 

.L. 



NY 100-25857 

"There Is a possibility that the performer also will appeaj* 
at the Shakespeare Memorial Theatre in Stratford-on-Avon. Last 
February Mr* ROBESON had sought a 1 limited* passport to appear at 
the celebrated theatre as Gower in 'Pericles.' 

"However, the State Department refused to process Mr. 
ROBESON 1 s application. A recent Supreme Court decision voided 
State Department regulations denying passports to persons of 
allegedly doubtful loyalty. On Tuesday the State Department 
announced that the performer, among other rejected applicants, 
would shortly receive his passport." ~ "*^~~] 

^acfvised on VdI 

rormant stated that uo/ 

£ the ™ ^ ,L 
a CP 
have 




furt 
associated with 



stated 
Communist 



fronts . 



de ntif led as 



informants and other highly confidential investigative 
techniques of the NYO have furnished no additional information 
concerning foreign travel by ROBESON other than that reported 
in re airtel. Bureau will be advised of developments. 

POWERS 





Approved: 



Special Agent in Charge 



Sent 



.M Per 



t * « 

* 



1SHS*h..-\ 



i - i/iaison section 
'I. « J/^« #a<;ftner 



ZXGEPT WHERE SHG«K * - * : ^ 



tail 



Tol Jfrv J". Tomlin Bailey 

director 
Qfftc* of Security 
department of State 
sis 22nd street, jr. r» 

Jrrcmi John Edgar Mo over, Pi rector 

Federal Burma ef Imeetigaiim 

subject* faul mmr miissm 

INTERNAL- SEOMITf • 6 



CONlfeNTiflO 





fas 



8 
c 

S3 

Si 
S3? 



Toisoo 



Mefereme is made to previ&ue communications 
Concerning captioned individual* 





idvtsed 

that Robeson im& expected to arrive in Mexico City from 
the IMiied States on or about July 1, 2958, According to 
the source , efforts were being made by interested parties 
in Mexico frtty to amid any publicity concerning Bobeson'e 
trip prior to hie arrival in Mexico City* Source added 
that Mobeson would possibly give a concert in Mexico City* 

In addition, an article captioned *Robeson To 
Leave For Britain Soon* appeared in the June 26, 1958, 
issue of "The New fork Times* * According to the article, 
Robeson contemplated travel to London, England, within two 
weeks to fulfill stage, concert, and television commitments* 
His plans included discussions with British producer* 
concerning & London presentation of "Othello "§ conferences 
with Harold Jpavieon, Limited, a theatrical, band, and 
concert agency f and a possible performance at the 
Shakespeare Memorial Theatre in &tratford~on-Avon* 

The above le furnished for your information and 
[should not be disseminated fa unauthorieed individuals* No 
investigation is requested^ however, itjfejild^be appreciated \ 




2 ~ Mexico 



>ee note pahe 



■ MAY 2 4 1977 ,\ 
§Le 2) ° T * CAr TALLOW* Pages 2*3. 

2 ^J&Z(£? H^t eon Unit^^mWWRugh for Review) JPW^'a " 

ECR:mtb:mji*x24) j>> ^ ^'AA'^ W/ & 



-ity (See note ^ _„ 

— 2 - New York (200-25857) fS&^note t 



■VVIlf 



Mr* M* fsmlin mi ley 



if you would furnish this m*rmu my pertinent infarmtim 
tiktch my mm to your attmitm mmerntng Bobesm** 
travel plans and proposed activities mils abroad* 



i 



Mrecior 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Mtent ton* Jpeput y Mrsatcr, flam 



1 



1 

J 



% 




MeBmirtel to Meis Work &»M>*5$ t Segal Attach*, 

Mexico City letter to Bureau dated and Legal Attache, 

London cablegram dated 



Tor information of Legal Attaches, London and Mexico 
City, the State department advised Bureau en &*2S~5& that 
Passport Mo* 124518? me being issued to Bobeson for travel to 
Mutope for the purpose of singing and acting » According to the 
State departments Uobeson intended to visit £tegland r &nd 
Czechoslovakia* This action was taken by the State Department 
as a result of the recent Supreme Court decision with regard t® 
issuance of passport** 

Mew York ehouM continue to closely follow Robeson** 
activities pursuant to instructions contained in reairtel* 
Immediately advise Bureau of any information bearing upon Boheeon** 
contemplated travel plans and proposed activities abroad* 

Legal Attaches* London and Mexico City should remain 
alert for addit ional in formation fl/MM********* is 
travel abroad* 





es $ itonaon ana Mexico City should bear tn mi 
appearance abroad mill undoubtedly receive c onsider a ble 

tn both the etn£ n r»r,r«**ii>m nr« ' 



Mobeson 's 
ietty 




MOTS OM WLZOm 

Bo be son is key figure in Mem York Office* Me ts noted 
Megro concert singer mo has long supported communist and , 

(continued page <9y 

* * * ^Mm 




Mr. Em Tom! in Bailey 



Note on Yellow continued t 



related causes and has been outspoken in praise of the Soviet 
Union, In recent past Robeson has received considerable , 
international publicity in connection with his passport 
fight, his recent publication of a book entitled "Here I 
Stand,* of uhioh he is the author, and his recent concert 
appearances. It is anticipated that Robeson's travel abroad 
will receive considerable publicity and that the communist 
countries, as well as communisttfrelated groups in other 
countries, will take advantage of Robeson's appearances 
abroad for propaganda purposes, Robeson's activities have 
been and will continue to be closely followed, Legal Attaches, 
London and Mexico City have previously been furnished 
pertinent background information. Classified "Confidential" 



disclosure of same might possibly disclose identity of source fno 
jeopardize his valuable potential in field of security coverage 
in Mexico, This would be injurious to national defense. 
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PAUlHiOBESON ». JOHS FOSTER DULLBS 



1 



The summons and complaint vera served on the Attorney General on 
March 3* 1958. Plaintiff seeks a declaratory Judgment and other equitable 
relief to declare that the Passport Regulations of the Secretary of State 
(22 C.P.R. 51.135 et seq. ) as applied to the plaintiff, are unauthorized, 
unlawful and invalid. Plaintiff further prays that the defendant . be en- 
Joined from interfering with plaintiff's travel outside the U.S., from 
continuing to refuse to grant a passport to the plaintiff, and to direct 
th© defendant to issue a passport to the plaintiff forthwith. Defendant 
refused to grant a passport to plaintiff based on his refusal to answer 
questions concerning present and past membership in the Communist Party 
which are contained in the passport application form. On April 28, 1958, 
an Answer to Complaint was filed in the U.S. District Court for the 
District of Columbia. On the same day, defendant filed a Motion for 
Security for Costs, together with a memorandum of points and authorities 
in support thereof . On May 22, 1958, Judge James Morris granted defen- 
dant's motion for security for costs and further ordered that plaintiff * 
2? 8t ;£?S h 8ecurit y within 30 days from the date of the Order. On June 1 
ffi 1 9S8t the Secretary of State granted a passport to the plainTlff"" I 
pn the bTsls^f the Supreme Coir t's recent ruling in Briehj^'lDuTTe's * 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE_i^ii^BY^#U 

Information included in Internal Security Division 
Monthly Status Report for {tez£±L—J x 9££* 
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confidents ra Cablegram 
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Trotter _ 
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DECODE OF CODED CABLE NUMBER 608 DATED JUNE 27, 1958, AT 
LONDON, ENGLAND. RECEIVED VIA THE STATE DEPARTMENT. ^ 



W. C. Suikvaa 

■ m 



. U MUU 1 



URGENT 




JOHN A. CIMPERMAN 



RECEIVED: 



6-27-58 



12:12 PM HJT 





24 JUL 8 tftSft 




70JULHI8 



confiIKtia^ 



If the intelligence contained in the above »ie**og«W t^^i disseminated omtside the Bureau, it is suggested that 
paraphrased tnorder to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. 
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Director, FBI 

Baltimore (loo-^uo^j 
USA . MARYLAND - D. C. DISTRICT 
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EXCEPT WHERE SHOWtJ ^ *• - 
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BALTJW0R2 DIVISION 
PAU#ROB£SON 
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wn^Tner contacts 
B"Sade with influential Negroes in Ba^lmore bo 
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SAC, lew York {100-25857) 

Director, FBI (100-12304) 



CO^EKTIAL' 

July 2, 1958 



ALL IKFOKKAIIOS CONTAINED 



HEREIN IS UK CLASSIFIED y 



PAUL LEROY'rtOBESON 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C Except rtiseshoS^ 

He Los Angeles alrtels dated 9-25-57 and 
►27-58 which get out Information 




______ ierninc overtures 

;oward Rcbeson by representatives of the KRA 
for the purpose of defecting Robeson from bis eososunist 
interests • 



^7 



the following ad 
furnished In confidence 
Bureau representative on 



ad ditional 

mm 



nal information was 
conceal) -fccta 





Robeson la becoming W 
increasingly effective on the West Ccast among 
Negroes, especially among some Negro clergymen. 
As an example ef his effectiveness, Robeson 
approached a pastor of one of the more Important 
llegro churches In Los Angeles and convinced the 
pastor to let him sln& to the congregation. 
Robeson explained that the pastor could take up 
a collection and keep the entire collection for 
his church inasmuch as he, Robeson, was not 
interested in the money, only to sing. 'The pastor 
agreed and as a result of Robeson's singing the pastor 
collected over #1100. This news spread to other pastors 
in the Los Angeles area who recognized the possibility 
of Robeson raising money for their churches . As a 



MAttto. at 
JUL 2-1958 

COMMTfll ' _ 




HOllOB 

Gondy 



result, Robe 8 on received and accepted several 
invitations from pastors to sing in their churches. 
Currle pointed out that In all of these engagements 
Robeson gets across one or more points in behalf of 
communism and the Russian viewpoint, 

1 - Detroit ,(100-15889) ,.r . ;x\ \ V: $ / 
I - Chicago (I00-22692K*?? 1 JULIO 1958^ 
1 - San Francisco (100-6907) tut/ 
1 - Pittsburgh mss 4 ext. m^sSML^L 

BCRssrk total v? REASON-FCIM II', 1-2.4.2 SL > 
(11) C" DATE OF BEVIEf l-H ~A { 



T „„., SEE NOTE ON YELLOW PAGE 3 
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l*tUr to »•» l9Hc 



[»arl«*d rurthar that fk&oaoa is 
ika « trip to Hasdoo in tfea MT 

, _ 'atatad that 8«&aa«** w«i fcacrd 

to tall V'lteon, vho-vaa •TOteclny for M* 
trlpi t&at fe» vantad to fea'fcooiet<Ltn 
aa umt ahureha* in fsaxiao a* MUti&Ci 

«a« imfttsi* to toiisjii «ar additional tattlx* 
thi* raeard* 






l« ooasaatas that fcobaaoa hud appaarad 
at ft »ttfflt>«r of alasroha* an tfco v$st Coaat and that 
t&a a*r,ey oollaotad had : Wan< dlvidad Mlf for Bob»8«n 
aad fealf for th* mmfrm .imtvfmss* B*ltiss©r* airtal 
to Surnn dated *KK& ae^aroisi; eaptienod iMlvl4«t& 




daain&Xa thi 





•We lisfcawaft-titt* 
_____ it does not appttr 
ct l?o tact with any of the peatora 
or othar raligioua X«od«rs of afcurahaa la which Sc^oioa 
h&s appeared for th® $ruri>og« of alieltinc fcnforsatieei 
aaoeanxinfi 8ot>a£;sn*a aspaaraneat mn& i*latad fiBarssial 
ftrrance^mts. *ll omeas «honM« bcwwi fcXXm* this 
Bdttar throi3|& oatabliahad inforasmt* «tvd *oor*a« asad 
fcoap the Buraau prompt!? ftdviacS of pertinent dcvelepoentJU 
In aS&itim* say tnf enaattcas tearing ttpori «mtaapl*tft& 
trartfl I57 Xpbmm e®tai«5« the tfoitad StaUa •hould fe« 
yroag&lr- fte&shad to tbo Buraaa* 

for additiceuti tnf ©rtsatissi tht IStpariamt cd 
Stata adviaad ttia Buraau on 6*2 MS that Sk&aem £a 
_al&£ laattad Paaasor*. R^u-bar |1%5X87 for trawl |o feirop* 



for tha irurpota or tinging aad asUftg* 
tajcta fcy tha itata tapartaaa.t as a raeuit of tfoo reoast 
£*sproa» Court doeiaioo idth ragard to laauaaea of passport* • 
Copio* of this latter bain* furntahad fcos Angole** Datroit* 
Chiaa*e» £an f raneiaeo and Htttburgh la *i#w of Bofetaca** 
mant ftppaaraaofts in that* divisions* 




CONFJ 

Letter to New York 
Re i PAUL LEROY ROBESON 
100-1230** 




NOTE ON YELLOW: 

Subject is key figure of New York Office. 
Be is noted Negro concert singer who has long ^upport ed 
communist and related causes and has Deen outspoken 
in his praise of Russia, Robeson has been extremely 
active in recent past in concert:; appearances throughout 
the United States. He has been given considerable 
publicity in this regard and, as noted above, he is 
being Issued passport for travel abroad having been 
den^d same since 1950 in view of **S™*°«f$* lBh e<l 
with passport regulations, (information aoove lu _ _ 



se memo 



Sullivan to 




Office Memorandum 



m \ ■ ■ - 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 




BJBCT: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-12304) 
SAC, LOS ANQELES (100-25861) 



PAUL LE ROY 

IS - c 



DATE: 7/3/58 



00% HEW YORK 




m ST _ 

Hps ^"1 <?/ 1 958, In yh±eH^2^~tosg^gff -pg^ Francisco we 
b/£ to endeavor to identify onfm (^believed 
stf | \ Lob Angeles op San Franoisee^Ro^fa^l'eportea 



eferenee is nade to New York le tfceXy^da te d June 

Cisco were requested 

_______ to be from 

»p San Francis'cfc, Was reported to have been in 
contact with PAUL ROBESON, JR. , stating that her group got 
PAUL ROBESON started. 




feci.; 



■1? 




Ihe Los 
on June 11, 1958, 
~Oj VT\T> Hollywood Citizen 

*£7m mimeographed leaflet at the top of which appeared the heading 

\_v "Ihe^ga llout Su lt/LCo-ordlnator : MARYLOUISE -^LLEN, 250 Ashbury 
7 Str0et>~san Francisco, Calif orniaT^^aslirefV ^LLQYJCLM r feSHIIH . 




633 South Shatto Place, Los Angeles/ Calif orni|> Hie Post 
Office Box number was shown as ll6i,*~San Francisco, California. 
The mimeographed leaflet is a circular letter telling of the 
protests against the production and testing of weapons whi ch 
menace mankind, TJje letter solicited assistance. 



.1 



The committee was listed as follows: 



DAVID WALDEN 





Bureau (REGISTERED) 
£ - New York (IOO-25857) (REGISTERED) 
r^r (1 - 100-95550) . . 

I 2 » San Francisco (IOO-6907) (REGISTERED) 



iFFMAN (son #f 
QFFMAN) . ^? *r ./, 



6 - Los Angeles 
'1 - 100-4139 
1 ~ 100-394" 
1 - 100-344 
1 - 105-2566 
1 - 116-561 
MLPiba 

(12) y 





h/hm JUL 2 9 195^ 




,J 2 Jut.iisSi* 



•v. ■>.-> 
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Transmit the following in 

Via AXRTEL 



F B I 

Date: 



7/3/58 



f Type in plain text or code) 



4ir. Tolson 
Mr. Board 
Mr. Bctmon 
-Br. Mohr_ 
Mr. Ncaie 



(Priority or Method of Hailing) 




Mr. Parsons- 
Mr. Rosen .... 
Mr. Ternm.— 



Mr. Tiutt-r .. 

Mr. W.CSullivan 

Tele. Room — 

Mr. Bollonukn 

Misa Gaudy 



TO 
FROM 



! DIRECTOR, FBI 



(100-12304) 

(100-25857) 



: SAC, NEW YORK 

O 

SUBJECTS PAUL LEROY ROBESON 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



Re Bureau airtel 6/26/58, 





•■Pit? 



CLASS 
KEASO!- 
£l DATE <)? EEVIEf 



6)- Bureau (100-12304) (RM),. . \^ t ^ 
1 - New York IOO-25857 yfr v%5^Z/^\ 




Liaison Section 
,*> Mr, Bachner 



tOC-iHO* -531/ 



ALL Iirerj^TIOIf C0NXADJE» 
liBESIfc' IS UNCLASSIFIED / 
EXCEPT WSaS SHOWS 1 -~ 
.OTHERWISE ■ 



Iremi 



Euhjeett 



M$ 21, MPS* 

Mr. U fmSin mutty 
director 

Cf/Ue •/ Security 
department •/ Mm 
Ii£ JE^wf Strict, Mm *m 
9mhtn§t4m, 4* €• 

Jofm Edgmr Keeper, fitreeter . . 

leierol msrmu mf Inmetig&ttm 

CLASS. 4 EXT. BY_ <A$*/ ' 
REAS01I-FCIM II, aiHl 
DATE OF SEYIEf _ /WV fL 



Reference is made t# «^ letter ttcted J*ly i, 
1953, emmerntng &®h**®tu 








s 


s 


O 
r_ 


8 

c 


2 


en 
r~ 


1 













f%# «£09t #« /#r your fn/drwetfen *f*f eXfit&d c 
Moi *# fumteheS te *neut>*orteeJ permne* Ae tnu*#ti» 
get ion te resueeteJg heuever, it muld be etppre^steS .'if 
you &out($ furnish this mireav mny pertinent it%formt€m * 
vMch may 90m te vour e>ttentten eoncerntng tebesen •# 
activities *lr#U. £^ 

Intelligence *geney 




Tolson _ 
3 Oflrdni qq 
Belmont 

Mohr 

N«a»« — 
P arson* 
Ro»«n 
Tt 

Trollet 
Clayton 
T«l«. Room 
Kolloinan 
Gondy 



Attention Bepttty vtr^ptor, fleam 



1 * i4*f<f* C|«y (For Inform 
£ m Bom (See note page S) . 

i - Fore i gnrLi at sjon Unit {Boute- ^ 
BCRtef^ (15) ]X '■' ' through for review) 



: BCRitf (15) (A" 

tan ___ N j 1 ' 



^ Inf&rsGiisn) 



£?i^ YELLOW PAGE #\ 





e 




C j 




ATrmmoji Lsmt attacbss, acia:, mas, and lomdqmm 

Legal Attache*, B#m, lari*, *nd Zenden, should 
rem in alert for any tnfomatton concerning ftobeeon •* 
activities abroad* Pertinent information concerning ht* 
acttvittee mhould he fUrnieheJ the Bureau promptly tn farm 
•ui table for dteeemination* For the information ef legal 
Attaches,' Bonn, and hart*, Moheson t* a key figure •/ the 
A'ew Tor* Office* Be te a noted Vegre concert Mincer who ha* 
long exported towmmiet and related pause* and hue been 
autepoKen tn hie pratae af the Soviet Vhton* Paring the 
recent past, he hae recetveJ considerable publicity in 
connection vrtth hie ef forte to ebtatn a paemport, hie 
recent publication of a hook entitled "Here I Stand, 9 •/ 
tori left he ie the author, and Ms recent concert appearance** 
As a result of a recent Supreme Court dec te ten, he received 
hie passport* It ie anticipated that Mheeon'e travel abroad 
mill receive considerable publicity and, consequent I y 9 any 
tnquirte* concerning Bobeeon ahculd be discreetly hsnflei ** , 
a* to avoid any possibility cf anbarrasement to the Government*/ ^ 

NOTE CM YELLOW: 

Subject 'e name included in Security Index* State 
and Central Intelligence Agency have been kept currently 
advised of subject 's plans to travel abroad* A copy of this 
letter is being furnished Legal Attache, Mexico, for infor- - 
nation inasmuch as previous information indicated possibility 
of subject traveling to Mexico, of which Legal Attache, * 
Mexico, was advised* This letter classified "Confidential" 



mmmmmmm* 

^^WW5e?I!?7!T7^^TWCTlffT^T5 isblosure oj sucn couia aaversely 



affect the national defense* 





Date: 7/11/58 j 



Transmit the following in 



(type in plain text or code) * 



Via AIETEL_„ J 

(Priority or Method of Mailing) j 
_ . . i_. 



TO : 
FROM % 
SUBJECTS 



DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC, 



NEW YORK 

n 

PAUL LEROY "ROBESON 

IS C 

QIHAL 

ReNYairtel 7/3/58. 



(100-12304) 
(100-25857) 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



DATEJb^sO-BY*^^ 

T Edition, Section 1. ' 



The "New York Times" Late City ^.M.va, ^^^^ 
page 8, column 5, dated 7/11/58, contains the following article 
captioned "ROBESON Off to Europe After an 8-Year Battle." Article 
set forth as follows t - - 



"PAUL ROBESON, who had been barred for eight years from 
leaving the country because he refused to sign a nonCommunist 
affidavit for a passport, left for London yesterday to start a 
series of concerts. 

"The singer received his passport recently after the 
Supreme Court had invalidated the State Department's requirement 
for the affidavit. Departing from New York International Airpq 
at Idlewild, Queens, Mr. ROBESON said he would give concerts 
Europe, Including Czechoslovakia and the Soviet Union. 

"Mr. ROBESON was asked if he planned to stay abroad. He 
replied: , This is my land. My grandfather and father were born 
here, too, and I don"t plan to leave it. 1 " 




For information. 



REG- 3. 



Bureau (100-123041 (RM) 
I - New York 100 T 25§57 * • 



\v-vn 
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JDMimas . ^OT ^ 
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Social Agent in Charge 



Sent 




Off* Merit* andum * UNITED SnL-fBS GOVEEHMENT 



7 



* Mr. I*. V. Boardim 



from i Mr. A. H. Belmont 




sat* July 14, 1958 




o • 

iHF ORMATION "CONC EEKIH1 
CENTRAL RESEABCH MATT3PI 
(100-12304) 

I thought you would foe interested in the enclosed editorial from 
The wall BtareeQsna rft gL . it concerns the action of the Supreme Court decision wmcs i 
-epaliiea **aul Bofoeson to obtain a passport for travel abroad. It supports this decision, ^ 
| primarily on the basis that it cannot be seen how Robeson would be a danger to this 
\ country in foreign travel. 




" 'The enclosed editorial is particularly interesting because it shows that 
even the staid, eonservativej and supposedly knowledgeable groups, such as are 
represented by a newspaper of this nature, entirely miss the point in regard to the 
issuance of passports to individuals like Robeson, Mowhere in the editorial is there 
any mention of the fact that such travel offers excellent opportunities for individuals 
of this nature to engage in espionage and thus to further the objectives of the 
international communist conspiracy* 



M 
v 

I 

*> 



When such a stand as this is taken on this vital issue by the well-educated 
element represented by this particular newspaper, it is understandable why there K 
have been so many adverse reactions in the country today toward efforts to combat 

communism. ; All INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ' . 
DATE -If BY<^;ftUU 



HECOMMEM>ATION: 



u. 



For the information of the Director. 
| ^ENCLOSURE 



Ou. 



S.Q- 



Enclosure 

CDB:aml 

(9) tt-n^JL 



^59 
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-^4 
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<tf -z. 



1 - Section tickler 
1 ~ C. D. Brennan 
I - F* J* Bautngardne? 
1 - M.A. Jones 

^0 JUL 24 1958 



1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
I - Mr. 
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Belmont 
Boardmaa 
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Mohr 
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Review~^</ Outlook ( 

Robeson Takes a Trip : r ' 



Mr. Paul Robeson, whose great gift 
as a singer is matched by a talent for 
bitter criticism of his country, is off for 
a European concert tour after waiting' 
eight years for a passport 

The baritone is on his way because 
the Supreme Court decided recently 
that the Stale Department didn't have 
the right to deny a man a passport just 
because the Government didn't like a 
man's views about this country or 
about Communism. 

We thought the Supreme Court right 
then, and we think the President is 
wrong now to ask Congress to pass a 
law returning that power to the State 
XJepsrtment. 

Such a law, we think, would be 
wrong for several reasons. For one 
thing, we can See no reason why a man 
free to travel in any of the 48 states 
should be barred from traveling over- 
seas. If a man is a danger to the 
country, then the man should be tried 
and if convicted he should be put in 
jail. A great many have. But if a man 
is. not a danger within the xountra^Be 
Can't see how he can suddenl y en- 



bord< 



er_ 
ers. 



court 



Sfry" 



once 



eniy.jen- 
outside its 



PauT Kobe son is a man with whose 
opinions about this country we com- 
pletely disagree. But can a radical 
baritone's voice drown out Mr. Dulles? 
Can his views threaten N.A.T.O., or 
nullify all the billions of dollars we've 
spent on foreign aid to make friends 
and influence other nations? If so> we 
have built a foreign policy that is inse- 



cure indeed; and we might be the bet- 
ter off for knowing about it. 

The fact is that Paul Robeson can't 
possibly do those things. He will be 
acclaimed in London, perhaps, for his 
artistry and acclaimed in Moscow for 
his political views. But -what off-key 
remarks can Robeson make overseas 
that he hasn't said right here at home?. 
And what has he said here that hasn't 
got overseas? ...... .... 

Our Government and private agen- 
cies have spent millions upon millions 
of dollars to strengthen the image of 
America as the land of the free. But 
will other people in other places not 
think of us as the land of the fi 
if we deny the right to travel to 
own critics? Surely, this is an 
coming posture for the nation, at 

And at worst, it could become 
dangerous procedure. If the Govern- 
ment is empowered to deny Paul Robe- 
son and others like him a passport be- 
cause they are disgruntled or critical 
of our system, what is to stop the Gov- 
ernment from broadening that power \ 
to include those who disapprove not of j 
the whole system but only of part of it? ' 
Is the next step to label critics of, say, 
foreign aid as too "dangerous" to let 
abroad and to deny them passports 
also? 

So far as Robeson, the individual, 
is concerned, it wouldn't matter very 
much to us if he found life elsewhere 
so enchanting he decided never to come 
back here. But so far as all of us are 
concerned, it should matter very m 
that even Robeson and his kind 
have the .right to go. 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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Tele. Room 

Holloman 

Gandy 



Wash. Post and . 

Tiroes Herald 

Wash. News 

Wash. Star 

N. Y. Herald 

Tribune 
N. Y. Journal- — 

American 
N. Y. Mirror 



N. Y. Daily News 

N. Y. Tiroes _ 

Daily Worker 

The Worker 




FBI 



Date: 7/14/58 



Transmit the following in 



fType i« plain text or code) 



Via 



1 



[- _ J 



AIRTEL 




TO; 
FROMs 



SUBJECT: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-12304) 
SAC, NEW YORK (100-25857) 



(Priority or Method of Hailing) | 

— ^iM4^K.;AM£i^i^wa^ • 

Ksiizis is m; classifies J 



PAUL LEROY ROBESON 

IS - c 

CINAL 



CIASS, ft EXT, 
PJEASOK-FCIK II, 
DATE OF. REVIEW 





advised on 7/10/58, that 
was visited" on that date at his residence by 

apparently Intoxicated, kept shouting, "That Negro 
got away, he got away". flHHlp^evidently referring to 
trip by PAUL ROBESON to Europe^. DAVIS made the statement, 
w He sure got away from those b in Washington. 11 

DAVIS also made the statement, apparently 
referring to ROBESON, "The Negro from the chain gang made 
it". Continuing, DAVIS stated, "It was close though, they 
almost got him. If it had been left with the President 
they would have gotten him because they would have got 
him and held htm till they got the bill passed". (DA'" 
evidently referring to bHbpeSdilegislation which would 
restrict foreign travel in view of Communist affiliation. 
DAVIS commented concerning the President of the US and 
stated, "That President, he is a first class phony, a 
corrupt 0.. o. a b.... if there ever was one.". 



Later in the conversation, after more drinking, 
'said to DAVIS, "Let them pass the law now". DAVIS 
"him that in that respect, if they passed the law "they 
can only get you and me" .1 ■■Ptold DAVIS that even if 
he had the money to go (abroad; and live in p 

/£- Bureau (100-12304) (KM) ^ 95 fW 
° (1 - 100-149163) (BENJAMIN J* DAVIS, JR. ) 




23825 
>46l6 



(: 

1 - New York (100-2 
1 - New York (100-2 
1 - New York (IOO-25857 



DAVIS , #R JjL(Tt^58 



Approved: 



5 9 JUL 21 fgScf V A f ) l in Char9e 





m 100-25857 



else that he'd be happiest here ,. "Just messing with these Q 
people", DAVIS agreed to this. BBBH^ retorted * "that is 
the only Joy left to us.... and you can't even go to 
Jersey." 

POSTER 




Approved: — — - ■ — 

Special Agent In Charge 



M Per 



American Eribasey 
Parle 8, Franco 



Date? July 19i?8 * 

Tos Director, FBI (100-3-81) 

Front Legal Attache, Paris (100-39) 

Subject! COKKUNIST PARTY, USA 
IS - C 



Enclosed herewith is an article in French which 
appeared in the 7M/58 edition of l'Huinanite, Communist 
daily paper of Paris.. - — v — ■ ■ -.-.-~-o--- 

The article reflects an interview with PAUL ROBigON 
In London. ROBES0K Indicated that after London, he desired 
& go to Prague, Cz echo Slovakia, the USSR and France. 



End (1) 

WTB :AM 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
DATE-WAr2L-BY 




3 



NOT RECORDED' 

Ml JUL "&& 1958 



6 6 JUL31 1SS8 



OFFICE MEKORANDT0 " TOTTED STATS' .) ™mSRW&WT 

TO s DIRECTOR, FBI (100-12301*) 

NEWARK (100-33129) 



A 



PROK^I^ SAC. 



DATE: 7/21/59 

CONFiJPTlAL 



SUBJECTS 



OBESON 



PAUL IER 
IS - C 

(00s Hew York) 

Re New York airtel to the Director datad 5/22/53* 





_ The Informant furnished 
formation orally which, w&a reduced to writing by ^ 
■■M*md authenticated by' the informant on 6/ 
This material is being maintained In Newark file 



fiuK-roi^STAVIS announced that there would be • oonwrt toy 
PAUL ROBESON at Csrnegie Hall, 5/9/58 In Bew lork City. 
STAVIS made the statement that the PAUL ROBESON Concert 
was being sponsored by the Emergency Civil Libert lei 
Committee and the Young People's Democratic For Action 
Committee • 



£ - Bureau (KM) 
2 - New York (KM) 

1 - 100-25857 

1 - 100 

a - Philadelphia 
1 - 100-3M+22 

10 - Newark 

1 - 100- 
1 - 100-1+281+ 
1 - 100-30578 
1 - 100-33U60 
1 - 100-35610 



(PAUL ROBESON) 
(YOUNG- PEOPLE »3 DEMOCRATIC! 
FOR ACTION COMMITTEE) 



1 
1 
1 
1 

FJCtcds 

(15) 



100-1603 
100-U3U67 
100-32783 
100-214697 




in 

4 JUL 22 o 




CCr;FIJiNTlAD 



NK 100-33129 



mimeographed sheet 

advertising tne PAUL kohkson Concert on 5/9/58 with a 
heading at the top of the sheet "Emergency Civil Liberties 
Committee, i|21 Seventh Avenue, Hew York 1, Bew York". 

The informant was able to obtain this mimeo- 
graphed aheet which is being maintained in Hewark flit 




The informant stated that he is unable to fur* 
nish any further information relative to whether or not th# 
Emergency Civil Liberties Cctnmittee and the Young People's 
Democratic For Action Committee were directly involved la 
the sponsorship of ROBESON »S oonoert • - BUG - 



- 2 - 




lT>-263 (S- 12-55) 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



•• v ■•:<•■. 



_W„iS H I NGTQN_EIELEL 

TITLE OF CASE 



Qffisa of Ccrltfto 

NEW YORK 



Bcpert mad* by 



7/3,10/58 



PAUL LEROY ROBESON, was. 

At-L IKF0TOSA7I0B CO^TAlWED 
pv-rm IS 'JJ1CI-AS3IFIED / 
!XC£?T SH0"5H ,^ 
0"ISKmISE,,,>'-- 




■ ft • 

>,= ' k 




NJF 



INTERNAL SECURITY - C ***"?J 
/CUSS. & EXT. BY ^CffrJcAjtJ— 
/ EEAS0N-7CIM II, 1-2.4.2 J? 

DATE DF REV Tliff — /I - 77 



Subject issued passport on 6/23/58,/ as result of United States 
Supreme Court ruling on 6/16/58, upholding right of individual 
to refuse yto answer questions in passport application relating 
to present or past membership in A hsg Communist Party, Subject 
had executed passport application ybn 3/21/57 f for proposed 
travel to England and Czechoslovakia for purpose of "to sing 
and act/." in that passport application, subject declined 
to answer the questions relating to present Or past membership - 
in the Communist Party citing /his constitutional right and his 
right to be granted a hearing'. Qn 5/29/57 , subject appeared at 
informal hearing ybeld at the Passport Office and refused to 
answer questions^ or offer an explanation relative to Communist 
Party membership. On 12/10/57/ subject }s attorney requested 
Passport Office to issue subject a limited passport to permit 
subject to appear in a play /in Engl and. On 1/17/58, Passport 
Office ruled that subject must answer the questions with 
respect to Communist Party membership before' consideration could 
be given toward granting him a passport. On 2/28/58 , subject, 
through his attorney, filed a civil act ion/ in United States J 



District Cou 
alleging th 
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the refusal of the Passport Office to issue him a passport. 
On 7/2/58, a stipulation was entered in this matter, noting 
that subject had been issued a passport and in view of this 
the law suit should be dismissed. On 7/3/58, United States 
District Court ordered subject *s law suit dismissed as moot. 
On 4/16/58, American Embassy, Prague, /reported that the 

Czechoslovakia presf »■* m no renorts of subject 

60th bin 
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DETAILS: AT WASHIKGTONj B, C. 

OH July 10, 1S5S 

Fgyssgort O ffice , Dcpar ti«en t _ of State, £;«.de" av a&Xe '"to SJi 

"the passport file of J^UL BOEES0K, * t review of 
lat file disclosed the following information: 

.I SSUANCE OF PASSPORT TO SUBJECT OF JUKE 35, 1958 

. Passport nyisber 1145187 was issued to PAW EGBESOK 
on June 25, 1958. This passport was marked not valid for 
travel to the following areas under control of authorities', with 
which the United States does not have diplomatic relations: 
Albania, Bulgaria, and those portions of China, Korea, and 
Viet-Nam under communist control.. The passport was also marked 
not valid for travel in Hungary. 

Under current passport regulations, an ordinary 
jgjiierlcan passport, such as issued to subject, is valid for a 
period of two years, at the end of waich time it isay be renewed 
for an additional two years, making, the Biaxiatwa period of validity 
of such a passport four years* £t the end of that period,, a 
person isust file a new application, it is noted that the 
regulations permit the use of & passport for lawful travel within 
the period of its validity -whenever and as often as desired 
without further prior notification to the Department of State* 

Memorandum in file dated June 24. 1958, recommends 
that a passport should be issued to subject pursuant to decision 
rendered by United States Supreme Court on June 16, 1958, in the 
cases of "KENT v. DULI-S.SJ. BHIEHL v. 8KJLUS8 and BjMW v. tmWBS}' 
which involved cases of Individuals who had been refused passport 
facilities due to their failure to answer questions or submit 
affidavits relating to their present or past membership in the 
CoEamunist Party. 

The opinion of the United States Supreme Court in 
the aforementioned cases written by Justice WI&LIAM 0. DDUGIjAS 
States; "We do not reach the question of constitutionality. 
We ohly conclude that Congress did not delegate to the Secretary 
of State the kind of authority exercised here. We deal with 
beliefs, with associations, with ideological matters.. We must 
remember that we are dealing here- with citizens who have neither 
been accused of crimes nor found guilty, they are being denied 
their freedom of taovetaent solely because of their refusal to be 
subjected to inquiry into their belief and associations,.*, 
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On March 21, 1957, at New York, Hew York, PAUL 
BOBESON executed an application for passport. In that 
application he stated he was born April 9, 1898, at Princeton, 
New Jersey, and maintained permanent residence at 16 Jumel 
Terrace, New York, New York. He 6tated that during the period 
1928 to 1939, he bad resided in England, and that during the 
month of May, 1950, he had resided in Europe. He listed his 
father as WILLIAM DREW ROBESON, born 1843 in North Carolina, 
and his mother as LOUISA BUST ILL R0EES0N, born 1853 in Pennsylvania 
He indicated that his parents are deceased. Subject stated 
he was last married in August, 1921, to ESLANDA GOODE ROBESON, 
who was born December 15, 1896, at Washington, D. C. 

Subject stated his last passport was issued to him 

on May 8, 1947; that it was subsequently renewed and later 

revoked by the Department of State. 

Regarding his travel plans, subject stated he 
intended to depart from the United States at the Port of New 
York, New York, on May 1, 1957, for a proposed length off stay 
abroad of six months in order to visit England, and Czechoslovakia 
for the purpose of "to sing and act . " 

Subject's wife served as the identification witness. 

In answer to the questions, "Are you now a member of 
the Communist PartJP 1 and "Have you ever been a member of the 
Communist Party?", subject wrote "see rider." , - 

Attached to subject's passport application was a 
rider consisting of an affidavit sworn to by subject at the 
Passport Office, New York, New York, on March 21, 1957, 
which stated: 

"I decline to answer the questions as to membership in 
the Communist Party on -the following grounds: 

"(1) My consitutional rights and privileges. 



"(2) The Department* s demand is an attempted evasion 
of the decision of the Court of Appeals in ROBESON v. DULLES, 
C. A. , D. C. , No. 12983, which deferred consideration of the 
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affidavit demands of the Pepart&eofc and relegated me to & 
hearing -which I have previously requested in vain and which 
I again request if this application is not to be grafted.** 

TENTATIVE REFUSM, OF PASSPORT FACILITIES TO WB3%<?? 

On May 27, 1957, Passport Office informed subject 
that his passport application of March 21, 1057, was being 
tentatively refused under the provisions of Section 51.135 
of the Passport Regulations, Subject was informed of his 
entitlement to aa informal hearing at which he could present 
any relevant information. It was stated that at any rate subject 
would be expected to subscribe under oath or affirmation to 
a statement with respect to membership in the Communist Party 
as provided la the Passport Regulations, 

Section 51,135 of the Passport Regulations refers 
to the limitation on the issuance of passports to persons 

supporting the coiammist movement so that persons who support 
the world communist movement , of which the communist Party 
is an integral unit, may not through the use of United States 
passports further the purposes of that gtovement, 

IWFOmOL HKOllKG HELP AT THE PjLSSPOKT OFFICE 

On May 29, 1957, pursuant to the passport regulations, 
an informal hearing was held at the passport Office with 
respect to subject's request for passport facilities* Subject 
was represented at the hearing by his attorney, LE0N/*K3> E, 
BOBBIN, At the hearing, subject refused to submit an affidavit 
and refused to answer questions relating to Communist Party 
membership and also refused to answer questions or to offer 
explanation of varied activities abroad in support of the 
cotajfiunist movement . 

In view of subject's actions, he was informed that 
due to his failure to comply with the passport regulation, the 
Department of State was constrained to withhold further consider 
tion of his request for passport facilities until such time as 
subject was willing to comply with the regulations. 

/ BLUEST FOB LIMITED PiiSSPORT TO PERM IT SUBJECT TO MPPUfM W 

I On Decer.iber 10, 1957, subject's attorney, mOM.W 

**0u"DI$, sent a letter to the Passport Office, making reference to 
the passport application executed by the subject and also to the 
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Informal hearing held oa May 29, 1957. Mr. BOUDIN pointed out 
that subject had indicated in his passport application that he 
desired to travel to England, France, Czechoslovakia, Israel, 
and the Scandinavian countries for the purpose of singing and 
acting. Mr, BOUDIN stated that the purpose of his sending 
this letter to the Passport Office is to advise that the subject 
has recently received an invitation from the Shakespeare 
Memorial Theatre to act in "Pericles" is England during the 1958 
season. Mr. BOUDIN requested that since the matter of the 
right of an individual to refuse to answer questions in the 
passport application with respect to matters of past political 
associations, is one currently before the United States Supreme 
Court, consideration be given to issuing subject a limited 
passport restricted to his trip to England for the purpose of 
rehearsal and playing in "Pericles." Mr. BOUDIN stated it was 
necessary that subject accept this offer to appear in "Pericles" 

immediately or else it trou2d.:ha,ve to be rejected, and it was : . 

therefore not possible for subject to await the outcome Of the 
United States Supreme Courts decision in related cases. 

Enclosed with Mr, BOUDIN* s letter, was a letter from 
GLEN B YAM~"SH£W , Shakespeare Memorial Theatre, Stratf ord-on-Zvon, 
England, dated November 22, 1957, offering subject the part of 
GOI7ER in "Pericles" and advising subject that he would be expected 
to start rehearsing in England on June 9, 1958 , and to remain 
in England until the end of the season on November 29. 1958 . 

On January 17, 1958 , the Passport Office replied to 
Mr. BOUDIN' s letter of December 10, 1957, stating that the 
Department of State deems it necessary that the subject answer 
the questions with respect to Communist Party membership before 
consideration could be given to his request for passport facilities, 



On January 31, 1958, Mr. BOUDIN sent another letter to 
the Passport Office, advising that subject had received an offer 
from the Harold-HJavidson, Limited, Theatrical Band and Concert 
Agency, London , ' Engl and , offering subj ect two major television 
shows, one on April 6, 1958, entitled "Sunday Night at the 
Pallidium," and the other on April 12, 195S, entitled, "The 
Paul Robeson Show." Mr. BOUDIN again requested that consideration 
be given toward issuing subject a limited passport. 

On February 10, 1958, the Passport Office advised Mr. 
BOUDIN that the Department of State has reconsidered this matter 
in light of the facts presented and perceives no reason to modify 
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its previous position until such time as subject is willing 
to comply with the passport regulations. . 

CIVIL ACTION, UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT, WASHINGTON, D. C. , 
ENTITLED "PAUL ROBESON, PLAINTIFF, V. JOHN FOSTER DULLES, 
SECRETARY OF STATE, DEFENDANT" 

% / On February 28, 1958, subject, through his attorney, 
DAVIBt^EIN, of the law firm of Forer and Rein, Washington, D. C. 
filed a complaint in United States District Court for the 
District of Columbia, in civil action number 513-56, entitled 
"PAUL ROBESON, 16 jtrnel Terrace, New York, New York, Plaintiff, 
v, JOHN FOSTER DULLES, Secretary of State, Defendant." The 
complaint states that subject is ah artist, specializing in 
singing and acting for more than a quarter of a century. It 
states that subject's income in large part has been derived from 
concerts and appearances in Europe and elsewhere in the world. 
It was stated that on or about August 1, 1950, the Secretary 
of State made a public announcement that plaintiff's passport 
had been revoked, and on January 30, 1953, And thereafter, 
plaintiff made applications for passport, the last such 
application having been made on March 21, 1957. It was stated 
that each of plaintiff's applications for passport were denied 
by defendant based upon political beliefs and associations and 
upon plaintiff's refusal to answer questions on those subjects 
It was also stated that on May 29, 1957, plaintiff appeared 
at an informal hearing, defendant was the sole witness and 
relied upon confidential material, not disclosed to plaintiff, 
upon testimony of witnesses before congressional hearings and 
upon newspaper stories. The complaint alleges that the 
constitutional rights of plaintiff have been violated through 
the refusal of defendant to issue ". plaintiff a passport and that 
this refusal interferes with plaintiff's liberty and was done 
without due process of law. The compl aint contends that the 
questions in the passport application relating to membership 
in the Communist Party have no relevance to plaintiffs' request 
for a passport. . , . 

On July 2, 1958, a stipulation was entered by 
plaintiff's attorney, DAVID REIN, and defendant's attorney, 
JAMES C. RISE. This stipulation reflects that plaintiff and 
defendant by their counsels stipulate as follows : 
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"1, 



4S* 




Suit was comjaeaced in this matter on February % "M t 
19 58 with plaintiff seeking later alia, declaratory 
judgment directing defendant to issue a passport to 
plaintiff in standard form and for standard duration. 

The Secretary of State decided on June 25, 1958 that 
plaintiff was entitled under the applicable decisions 
of the Halted States Supreme Court of June 16 t 1958 
in KSJJT and BBXKBb v, DIEJJES, Ho. 481, to be granted 
the requested passport and on that date the 
defendant issued to the plaint iff the passport of 
standard form. 



"3* The within action is accordingly discontinued 
without cost to either party,' 1 

On July 3, 19S8, United states District Court Judge 
J&KHS W. MOEEIS issued an order stating that parties to the 
lawsuit, by their counsels have entered into a stipulation, 
that the action should be discontinued, and it is by the Court this 
3rd day of July, 1958, ordered that this action be and is hereby 
dismissed as saoot without costs to either party. 



czsatKmhovmiA pmss plays op kepobt of subject* s 60th birthday 



On April 16, 1958 , the American Embassy, Prague, forwarded 
a co&numication to the Department of State reflecting that during 
the proceeding week the Czechoslovakia press had prominently 
played up reports of the subject *s 60th birthdey with front page 
photographs and stories recalling subject* s "heroic fight against 
fascist oppression." It was stated that the Chechoslovakian 
CotiiEiittee of Peace Defenders reportedly sent a letter to the 
Departssent of State with a demand that subject be granted a 
passport so that he aight appear in the Prague Spring Musical 
Festival, It was further stated that on April 9, 1958, "Bridge 
Across the Ocean," a film which subject had a hand in producing, 
was shown in Prague and the publication, "Prade*' of April 10, 
1958, reported that the subject had sent a telegram of thanks to 
the staff of Prague radio and television station responding to 
their good wishes on his birthday. 
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DESCRIPTION 

The following description of subject was contained 
in his passport application of March 21, 1957: 



Height: 

Hair: 

Eyes; 

Marks; 

Occupation; 



6'2|" 

Dark 

Brown 

Scar over right eye 
Singer and actor 
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Reference l»i¥«lMKr^uX«i; to Hew Tork dated 
7/2/58 la whloiTlt *at»n|et oat that KOBESON had appeared 
before Negro churches to sing, and »ads r#»&rks favorable 



Los Angelas has furnished all inforsaatien to Hew 
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ing ROBESON'S appearances before churches in the Los Angeles 
area* as follows t 
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advised that at this affair E0BSSON »ade no speech or 
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mix OF CASE 



Eeport Biod* by 
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SECUR ITy - C 




Subject issued passport on July 7, 1958, for proposed travel 6f ~ j 
to England' of six months* duration for the purpose of joining ' 
her husband. In her application for that passport executed on 
July 1, 1958, subject refused to answer the questions pertaining 
to present or past membership in the Communist Party, w// 
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Ml INFORMATION COHTMHED. L 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . 
DATE . /->< -JL. B Y ^tyf&L , 



On July 21, 1958 . 
Pass p ort Office, De partment or m-aie"" maris avaiTahTA tn 
SAflHfPppp the passport filesof ESLAKm GOO0E R03ES0N* 
A review or that tile disclosed the following informationj 

Passport number 1104293 was issued to ESLANDA GOODE 
EOBESON on July 7 f 1958, This passport was marked not valid 
for travel to the following areas under control of authorities 
with which the United States does not have diplomatic 'relations: 
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Albania, Bulgaria, and those portions of China, Korea and 
Viet-Kam under communist control. The passport was also 
marked not valid for travel in Hungary. 

Under current passport regulations, an ordinary ; 
American passport, such as issued to subject, is valid for 
a period of two years, at the end of which time it may be 
renewed for an additional two years, making the maximum period 
of validity of such a passport' four'years. At the end of that 
period, a person must file a new passport application. It is 
noted that current passport regulations permit the use of the 
passport for lawful travel within the period of its validity 
whenever and as often as desired without further prior noti- 
fication to the Department of State. 

Passport application dated July 1, 1958, at New York, 
New York, reflects that ESLANDA G00D2 ROBESON was born 
December 15, 18V6, at Washington, D. C,, and maintained permanent 
residence at 16 Jumel Terrace, New York, New York. She listed 
her father as JOHN J. GOODE, born 1870, in Illinois, and her 
mother as ESLANDA CARDOZO GOODE. born October 22, 1872, at 
Columbia, South Carolina. She indicated that her parents are 
deceased. Subject stated she was last married on August 17, 1921, 
to PAUL ROBESON, who was born April 9, 1898 at Princeton, 
New Jersey. She stated that tneir marriage has not been termi- 
nated and that her husband resides with her at the above mentioned 
New York, New York, address. 

Regarding her travel plans, subject stated she 
intended to depart from the United States on July 10, 1958, at 
the port of New York, New York, for a proposed length of stay 
abroad of six months in order to visit England for the purpose 
of joining her husband. There was a written notation on the 
application that subject does not intend to fulfill any writing 
assignments while abroad. 

Subject refused to answer the questions in the 
application, "Are you now a member of the Communist Party?" and 
"Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party?" Subject 
stated she does not have to answer questions regarding Communist 
Party affiliations. 

It is noted that a United States Supreme Court 
decision of June 16, 1958, in the cases involving KOCKWELL IE NT, 
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WALTER BRIEHL and WELDON BRUCE DAYTON, held that under 
existing statutes governing travel, the Secretary of the 
State lacks the authority to withhold a passport because of 
an applicant's present or past membership in or association 
with the Communist Party. 

The Communist Party has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. 

The following description of subject was contained 
in her passport application: 



Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Height: 
Hair: 



December 15, 1896 
Washington, D. C, 
5' 3 n 



Eyes: 
Occupation: 



Gray and black 

Brown 

Writer 
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T p 1 DIRECTOR , FBI date 7/29/58 
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subject: ESLANDA GOODE ROBESON. *»Va ■- , • — * ~ — ~ 

SECURITV -* 7 

<00;NY) 




Being forwarded herewith to the Bureau are four 
d to New York three copies of the report of . 

p WFO, dated and captioned as above. V> ((^ 

AmiTNlSTRATTVE DATA 

instant case was referred to WFO by the Passport 
Office. - • — ~ 

Copies of subject's passport application photo will 
be forwarded to New York via routing slip. 

f: KrfaOO^S^SO) (Ends 3) CRM) 
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